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John Hort and J. Frantz 



Shall tliis ;-<k<'i(h be deemed the May and December of Free- 
thought? In ijoint cf their respective ages, such might be done, 
but the plain facts indicate that while age has mounted upon 
one of them he is still young in the faith, if activity and mental 
effort be considered. 

The frontispiece this week gives Blade readers a pictorial 
representation of John Hort and J. Fraati. Both are Umt and 
firm friends, and both are actively at work dlasemlnatlng the 
gospel of Freethought John Hort, ia probably, the oldest, llvlnf 
Preethlnker in the world, being now past one himdred and threa 
years of age. He was bom In New York City, April 14, 180S, and 
has participated in two wars. He was In the war of 1846 and 
took part in the Civil War, during 186S to 1866. He Is as active 
and vigorous as many men at fifty, or sixty, years of age, and 
he still spends a considerable porifcm of hii time dlatrilmtliif 
Preethought literature. His name can be found upon the malllag 
lists of the oldest Freethought papers In the country, soaio mom 
dead and gone, others still being published. He haa bacii oC 
valuable assistance to the Blade and alwaya gl?of Idi papm | 
to those whom he thinks will prc^t by It 

Toe patriotism of John Hort cannot be questioned. Ha la 
thoroughly American. So saturated la this patriotism In his belnff 
that he has painted his house In the national colors, the red, 
white and blue, of the naUonal emblem. During hli younger 
days he sUried out selling Freethought literature, Inohidtaiff 
Palne's Age of Reason, and many an argument did this force hhn 
into. He never grew tired of spreading Freethought i^rinclgaa 
and wherever he went the people came to know him aiMHK- 
thlnker. Qven now, at hla advanced age, he does -alna can 
In that dhreetkm. If he runt Into a rellglona oonmnmlty, ha wills, 
carry a number of Blades, pamphlete, and other Fraethonght 
literature, and rising firom hie bed at the hour of mldhlght ha 
will sally through the town and place these under the dooia off 
the different houses he paieea until all are gone. Securint a 
fresh supply he goes another round and the process to repeated, 
untU every Inhabitant has had something concemfaig Freethought 
to read, and while this ia going on nobody knows where they 
came from. He selects Saturday nights for his nocturnal vlslta 
as he assumes the people have more time for reading on Sundaja. 

John Hort Is a pure naturalist. His daily life Is as slmpla 
as he can possibly make it and his daily practice is to walk 
over live or six miles for recreation and exercise. By these 
meane he has retained a remarkable vigor and activity. MaiSy 
efforis have been made to persuade him to express a belief in 
deity and religion because of his old age, Itnt he engages In 
an intellectual combat with his would-be advisers, which ends 
by his assurance that he wants none of their religion and that 
he is a member of the Ifaterfallit Aaeodatlon. His home Im 
at Troy, New York. 

The rompanlon In the picture la J. Franti, of Ban Franclgro, 
California. He Is among the most vigorous workers for the 
cause of Frrethought In America. Active, energetic, willing, 
rourafieous, ambitious to succeed, he ^ever wearies In his efforts 
to do ^of)(l and to sprt'ad knowl^'dfic amouR all men. He and 
John Hort became fast friends at Shenectady, New York, during 



A lecture In that city some years ago by Hugh O. Pentecost, which 
Mr. Frantz had arranged for. They have been friends since. 

J. Frantz, is a Roumanian by birth. He was bom in a 
strictly orthodox atmosphere. He came to America while still 
young but his mind had revolted against the dread of Christian 
superstition before leaving the land of his birth. Since coming 
to America he has openly allied himself with the Freethought 
forces. He has secured fifty-three members for the Materialist 
Association and a goodly number for the Church of Humanity. 
He spends much of his time distributing Freethought literature 
and soliciting subscriptions for Blade. He became a teacher 
of physical culture and vegetarianism. Well developed, of great 
muscular strength and energy he attracts attention wherever 
he goes. He can be counted among the best f^lenda the Blade 
can boast and he has written a number of Freethought 
verses which he has had printed and distributed. His life can 
be best told by himself. It offers quite an object lesson and for 
the benefit of othera who may be similarly situated, we give It 
in bis own words as foltows:— 

"T came from Roumania. I was bom and brought up among 
faiiatirs Was forced to say that I believed and was made to 
say prayers to an imaginary god. No explanation or reason 
was given me. I was not more than seven years of age when 
I began to doubt. The more I doubted the less sacred those 
things appeared to me. When doubt entered my mind I went 
to my father and asked, Where Is god, papa? Have you ever 
seen hlmf Instead of giving me a reasonable answer, my father 
slapped me and told me I must not ask such questions as they 
were not f6r man to know. This made me think f6r mysalt 
If It waa not for man to know, how did my tkfhw know? I. 
wondered why he prayed and why he made me pray. I saw 
injustice an around me. I saw religion controlling human thought 
My doubts Increased and aa I grew older I gave up all belief 
in god and having freed myself ftrom all such Influences, I esn 
know that I am now a Area man. Roumania may be considered 
another Russia regarding barbarism and Ignorance. The dergy 
control. But light Is breaking In upon the people and It wUl 
not be long before reason, tetelllgence and common sense will 
free them ftrom superstitious chains. I am now trying to spread 
the light of Freethought In all places where I have an opportu- 
nity. I am a reader of nearly all the Freethought magaihiea 
and papers In America and am getting subscriptions for them 
also. 

'XSoncemlng my nature, I feel that I am better than the 
Christian god for I have never buraed, killed or drowned a 
human being, In fMt I never wilfully injure a fly. Being a 
vegetarian I do not eat animal flesh and I am doing what I can 
to prevent the destruction of life. I do not feel that such a god 
as the Christians have given to us deserves to be worshipped. 
T would sooner worship a loaf of bread for I might stand a better 
chance of getting something out of it. I have never had a dajr's 
sickness since I became a vegetarian, seven ..'ears ngo. I know 
how to utilize my surroundings to suit my convenience and desire, 
hence T never look for or eipeet any asslatance from any super* 
natural myth called god." 
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Persistence of Superstition 



HiifiMiii Broth«rliood Rapltfly Approaehlng 
unHtr Q«iilal Warmth of th% •aving 
tl 9f Naliinillain. 



(By Dr. T. J. BowlM.) 
These letters are written for men and 

women who think, and for those who can 
be sliniuhiiid and ijersuaded to ihink; 
tht y are not addressed to those who have 
vested interests in superstition, and who 
make tiieir living by its propagation. 

I could be juBtly chargeable with being 
superstitious myself, if I Indulged the hope 
of converting to Uatitjnalisni a n< croman- 
e( r, an exorcist, a fortun*' t<'ll( r, a believer 
in a crucified saviour, a believer in a per- 
sonal God or divine revelation, or any 
other form of superstition that gives place 
and power and revenue to its devotees. 

Neither are these letters written for that 
laii;«' luunbrr of stiij)i(l and ignorant per- 
sons who have been carried by tradition 
and false teachings, so far ( it into the dis- 
mal and murky aea of BaperaUtion»that they 
can no longer exerolie the noble faculty 
of Reason. 

Personally I entertain for these unfor- 
tunate slaves of Rupernaturalfsm the most 
kindly sentiments, and I rejoice that I 
never persecuted a human being for opin- 
ion's sake, and when I read the sad history 
of the human race and learn on every page 
of this bloodv volumo thnf counMeps mil- 
lions of m'Minl nit II noble women and 
innocent children have been cruelly put 
to death by the do\otees of superstition 
for opinion's sake. I shrink from the thought 
of saying a harsh word peraonally agalnat 
thpsp innocent vfctimB of the heartless 

prfests of snnerstitlon. 

Tn the c;1ltterintr e\ es ( f v n(^»non< ser- 
?)cnta. and In the red mouths of wild beasts 
superstition may bp seen and studled.and 
when we read the blstorv of ValcffMne and 
fli»ntinnd. of Russia and Ttalv. of Pern -^nd 
MptIco. of flpaln and Portugal, and of Xow 
Fn^lnnd In her onrlv dnv9. wo are forced 
<(t ^.'iv t1» 't n non ToTistrictor I-^ n 'mIM nnd 
beneficent reptile when compared to the 
hvdra-headed 'nvmsteit of suners^ition. 

Th*» most siihMm« flsiire of anflniif^r — 
fVe purcf^t and the w'«os!f »»>ittfi«r»t>tif^r 'r» 
t*^o nnctonf vorUl i t»oHovf r h\ '>i>' 
ond |mr»'>rt'»l'tv — f* tenrhpf nt wV»^«so f«''^t 
\vo rnn sMll •'It and loam after t>»#» 1nr»c» 
of more than fwn fionsnpd vonfo — 
arrest ard P'ood nmn Qocpnteq. wn«! oy\\< 
nut to d*»«th. becnnse ho combotted t'l'^ 
fipnae1ea«( anncrptltton. th»t ♦hen nrevniled. 
thnf the earth and *hf^ air wore swarming 
xv\fh n mill* Undo rf Oods. 

AH the (l.'vofees of all the snnorstltfrinq 
In nH n''e'^ of the world, hnvo done le<s 
service for the human race, than the llbia- 
trtonK and Immrrtnl Socrntes. and In aplte 
of this Indlspntnblo historic fart, there are 
to(1'>^- In tbe bri'rbt moming of the twenti- 
eth century mor*' than one hundred thons 
and hireling defenders and oourtiera of this 



monstrous old hau:. who wonM rejoice t(^ 
good man and to every i^ood woman, wlio 
are nobly striving to drive thio inhnite curse 
of the human race from this beautiful earth, 
administer a fatal dose of hemlock, to every 

Had it not been for the hero s and her- 
oines of IM' ntal liberty, wi;o liavc stood 
like a stone wall for the laFt three hun- 
dred years against the paid attorneys and 
motley hosts of superstition, our civlllza 
t( n would hmi.': aiio hav(> Ih'. ji i\< coni- 
pleielv (iiislied out as w<r" !!i<' -plrndid 
civilized nations of CJreece and Home two 
thousand years ago, and we of today would 
be suffering all the unspeakable horrors of 
the Dark Ages. 

The future liop< s and the i nure lKii»|>i- 
ness of all men, women and cliildren de- 
pend absolutely upon the complete extir- 
pathn. root and branch, of every vestige 
of the Christian superstition, and the total 
ov i throw of its heartless and venomous 
^iriesthood. 

Tile ninttet nfli century ir.-t i ndi<l was 
far more fruitful of happines.s for the 
human race, and for domestic animals, and 
infinitely more marvelous for Its achieve- 
Inents than any one ( r all of the previous 
centuries of the last two tliou^and >('ars. 

The priests of the Christian superstition 
are exceedingly anxious to conceal the 
cause of this stupendous fact from the 
knowh dKe of their f(dlow-mc n: T>ut iutelll- 
iAeiit nit n and eduea'ed wonu n want to 
know why this is so. ami they an jmw asli- 
ing the question, why were all tlfb best 
races of men shrouded In the gloom and 
in the darkness of night for .-o many cen- 
turies, until all hope si enu'cf to have tied 
from the earth, and gone back to its native 
home In the skies? Why was it until the 
dawn of the nineteenth century that man 
w:is ho|.^de^s and lielpless. and his pilgrlm- 
at-e tn earih marked at evi-rv -t.p with 
bh)od and tears, 'ind his life < mbiltered by 
abject slavery, constant war. turbulance 
and sorrow? 

The answer to this (pn-stlon i< not far to 
seek nor hard to (ind it w:e i • l aiise of 
the uhivtrsal belief of all nninKind in si 
liernaturalism and kindred superstitions. 

Why was the nineteenth century grander 
and more glorious than all tli. c nturles 
of the eternal past? W hy are n;' ii. women 
and children better, healthier and happier 
today than at any previous pericul since the 
Jewish God was bom of a virgin nineteen 
ctnturies ago In Palestine? 

It is bt cause of the decay aii<l 'he de- 
cline of this debasing and iil-ondnable 
sup(»rstiti()n. and the rapidly spi. idiug be- 
lief throughout the civilized world in the 
grand and beautiful and beiieflceut gospel 
of Science and Reason. 

Sorrowfully and painfully we !o.d< back 
into tli«' (lark and diear\ ami i I'eerless 
past, and read with a shudder tlu' blood- 
stained history of supernatural Isni. but Joy- 
fully we welcome the bright light of the 
nt w era. and r»\ioice in the cei iain knowl- 
edge that the hroi h. 1 hood of lapid- 
ly upi)roaching, under the benelici ni and 



genial warmth of the rational and saving 
gospel of Naturalism. 

Let it be the joy and de.-ght of each of 
each of ua to spread this new evangoh 

much yet remains to be done — ^the work is 

not yi t contph'te - Tiianv of the bloody Im- 
lih'inents of slip, r-.' ii if is true, have 
ceased from active work, and liave been 
laid away in the museums of the world, 
but persecution on earth In a modified form 
for Christ's sake, and eternal torture In 
tile tlaiues of hell for the glory of (lod. are 
still remorseiy in use by the devotees of 
superstition, and it should be bread and 
meat to every good man and to every good 
woman, to work constantly and not grow 
\v.ar\. until every vestige of sui»erstition 
is driv. n from the brain of its ignorant 
devoJet s. 

The diM irine that man should be gov- 
erned le. >ei. IK e ami reason, and work for 
! • l api'iiits-i of tile hum .n rac • instead 
oi workini; for the glory of '.Jod, had its 
!>irth in the brain of Rationalists, and it 
i:::s a'n ady tilh d the earth With millions 
of happy men, happy women and happy 
' hi'dr* n, and iliis nospel is so suldinie, so 
luunaiie. and so fruitful of love and hai)i)i- 
nt ss that it will continue to spread anumg 
civilized nu n. until the whole human family 
Is n (k enu d from the savage and degrad- 
ing bondage of superstit\on. 

I'njeyini; as we now do in a great degree 
the pTi cioiis and prie.d«'ss fruit of science 
luid rea^(>n. it siirpasst s all human under- 
standing how the tyrants and monsters of 
supernaturalism, so long kept the divine 
seed from germinating, and pressed for so 
many dark and bloody centuries to the Ups 
of sorrowing man, the bitter dregs flrom tho 
poisenous cup of superstition. 

How long! O how long will it yet be 
before mankind will learn that there Is but 
( lie universe, and that all the dods and all 
liie d. Vila and all the ghosts vf supersti- 
tion, can never disturb for a single moment 
the operation of her eternal, tnunatablo and 
unbreakable laws. 

Muncie. Jndiana. 



I WILU 



(By 8. E. Kiser.) 

I will start anew this morning with a 

higher, fairer creed; 
i wl'l cease to Stand complaining of my 

ruthless neighbors .mml; 
1 will cease to sit rei'ining wliile my duty's 

call is clear, 
I will waste no moment whining and my 

hei^ shall know no (oar. 

I will look sometimes about me for the 

things that merit iiraise; 
1 will starch for hidden bt autles that elude 

the grumblers ga/.e; 
I will try to tlnd contentment in the paths 

that I must tread, 
I will cease to have resentment whan 

another moves ahead. 



I will not be swayed by envy win n my 

rival's strength is shown; 
1 will not deny his merit, but I'll strive to 

prove my own; 
1 will try to see the beauty spread bafora 

me. rain or shine- - 
I will case lo preach your dUty an4 ba 

more concerned with mine. 
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Orthodoxy Full of Ptomaine 



How Canntd ThMlogy Is Dished Out to tho 
PoofwWould Not ImlUte Bryan. 

(By Fra Elbertus.) 

Tho following account of a lecture re- 
oontly delivered by Fra i:il..rus Hubbard, 
at East Aurora. N'j'W York. ai>|i< arcd in tho 
Philad<^ililiia Xorrfi AnxTican, of the cur- 
rent issut . It rcix rifd by Leigh Mit- 
chell Ho(lu« . and is d«'cidodly complimen- 
tary of the sp«ak«'r as well as the times 
for a daily iH'\vsiiai»er to give the matter 
sucli prtMiiiiK lice. The r( i)ort»*d lecture Is 
Well wor li n-adiim. It follows: 

Preaching in the chapel this morning on 
*The Procession of LIfo/* Elbert Hubbard 
broke all records in his eminent epigram- 
matic raiv'.T wh. 1) he referred to orthodox 
n-iiuiiii as -caiiiM'd thoolofy pianuitood 
under Poor Feud law." 

He bad before him one of the largest 
congregations ever gathered In this Roy- 
rroft "church. " and the current was on 
full, so thai iiieiiial sparks fiew from his 
lips asi fi^ry si)angle8 from a Fourth-of- 
July flower-pot. 

And he preached what may yet be re- 
corded In Hoycroftia as the most brilliant 
"sermon" of his "pastorship." 

He opened the "service' with a quota- 
tion from Cardinal Newman: "Fear not that 
your life sliall have an end, but rather 
fear that it may have a beginning." 

And wi»h this for a "text," he mentally 
rolled up his sleeves, gave the reins of 
reason a dou])l< twist around his hands, 
and drove the hors»s (jf his variegated 
vocabulary at a gallop through the roads 
of religion, politics, science and the arts, 
with emphasis on the first-mentioned. 

Nr)W and again lils steeds took wings. 
I'rgasus-like. and touclM'd high placf s, 
coursing one minute here, another there, 
with resulU like tlioao: 

"T shall speak to you this morning of 
tbf most curious phenomenon in natun* — 
mail. ili« only animal who sits in tiio 
grandstand and watches himself go by in 
the procession of life." 

"I am not here to emit Class B Jokes 
about tb<- thr-ori«'s of Darwin, as did 
•Snai>\ Sam' of OxlVird. or to emulate' Mr. 
William fin nnings. .Jyan. who will get sec- 
ond money in the coming presidential race, 
and who. in Carnegie Hall last September, 
interrupted Sir Itobi-rt Hall in the midst of 
a speech with a sr)b mn protest agalnat tlie 
doctrines of monkey descent." 

Monkey Ovr Unelo. 

Darwin never said we descended froflT" 

monkeys — we jieople in this land of the 
partially fn-c and the bravf, more or less! 
ll«' said we and tlie monkeys had a common 
origin, so the monkey is only our uncle 
at best. In the days of our common anooa- 
tors, some took to the tall grass and had 
to stand ui> to s< e and that was tin* begin- 
ning of what w»* are now. Otln rs took 
to the woods and they are monkeys still." 

*ln religiOD, law and modielna, as long 
as Ignorance asks, Oreed and Pretense will 
answi-r." 

"You s< »' a wrong in society? I con- 
gratulate you. You are the one to right 
tliat wrong." 

"Tott do not dlipoaa of a bmb bj 



folks iid»'<'i ii»<*» tlnlr childreu so that 
they'll pe Immune from common sense 



ing him, for often this is tho surost way 

of fixing his place in history." 

"The only i)ers()ns who live are those 
who die that others may live." 

"It is verily a great thing to think well 
of yourself. But mark your own score, 
and go off alone when you do it And how, 
at the last, any man can look at hlmsolf 
in a mirror and Mame any oChor man for 
anything, 1 do not know." 

"A good part of the world still buys 
canned theology for its spiritual food, 
lieware of it, for it is full of ptomaine, 
«'V«'n though it b' labeled under the Poor 
Ft'ud lawl And iln'r«' any better name 
for orthodox religion than a I'(K)r P^eud?" 

"Tlie chief difl' it nci. between Sir Wil- 
liam Van Home, chairman of the board of 
the Canadian Pacific, and myself, is that 
he saw the beauties of nature when he 
llv«'d (»uf near my home in Illinois, where 
he was born. an<l I didn't. Once in a 
while, walking along the country roads in 
spring, I would pick up a hat and find a 
man's head under it. And when T would 
start to pick u|» t!n' man. he would say to 
m< . "That's all ri^lit paid. Co along and 
mind your own business. There's a mule 
under me!" 
The Fra believes in good roada now! 
"When you keep a thing long onoogh. 
it's yours. That's what WO oall tho dlTlne 
right of property." 

"If you want to know what you daoerro, 
take an inventory of what you have." 

'Orthodox theology is the ?erum some 

ks ii^e<'t 

. 'X' li at" 
ever sfferward.' 
"T do not know anything worse than a 

dogmatic liberal." 

"(]n(\ will forgive the siniter. btif what 
he'll do with the prig is still a problem!" 

"The dead carry in their clenched hands 
onlv that which they have given away." 

"Man is not vet created: he is still in 
process of creation, and the only way we 
have of making a man at this day is by 
taking the virtues of a dozen of the best." 

"W*" verv cai»ful ai)out second-hand 
thought.* To b«- on the safe side, make 
your own fresh every day. 

"The big thing for us to do at this pres- 
ent time is to get away from tho steam 
roller, politically and theologically." 

Thus spnke the Fra. and. as you see, 
turned himself ini,, mii • pi-^ram factory 
with a copious Sunday output. He said 
maeh more, too. And when ho had finish- 
ed, tho convention crowds meandered down 
to the Spring and worked up an appetite 
for dinner bv emptying themselves of 
praiseful conunent for the glorious sum- 
mer scene spread before them. 

Some of them discussed the remarkable 
address made last evening by Terrenoo V. 
Powdorly. 

Somo yoara ago the world knew this 

man aa grand master workman of the 
Knights of Labor, an organization which 
has dwindled to a mere handful since he 
resigned its leadership. Then, under Mc- 
Kinley. he becanie commissioner general 
of immigration, and now he is the chief 
of the DIvlston of Informacion in the Im- 
ihigfy««" Bnroao. 
All oC whldi, sonading Uka a parafraph 



from "Who's Who" Is dull enough until 
you hear someibing about this Division of 
Infornuition and what Mr. Powderly has 
done since Congress created it, a year ago 
this month. 

In ofTiclal phraseology Its puri)ose is "tO 
promote the bemficial (list riluit Ion of ad- 
mitted aliens, " and in v.ords of one syl- 
lable it is to take or keep immigrants from 
'lie crowded cities and put them where 
tiidr work is needed and where they'll 

have a chance to gTOW UP atTOttg,: Oloan 

and healthy. 

-To put the])) whore thoyll ralso good 

croi)s and faniili< s, faistead of holl" aa Mr. 

Powderly says. 

Handiing Immigrants. 

i'>ut before ycui can ]ilace immigrants, 
you must know where there is place for 
them. 8o, for a year, this Division of In* 

formation has scoured the whole land for 

exact knowledge of (>conon)lc conditions, 
and a'l 'his niate)-ial lias be< ii tabulated 
until* the chief is a walking encyclopedia 
of the country's needs in tho way of work- 
ers and Its rewards for those who are will- 
ing to work. 

He has his fact:? from authoritative 
sf)urces, therefore it means something 
when he says, as he did last night: 

"There is work in this land for every 
man who knows how to do it — mark 
Well those words, who knows how to do 
It' —and there is no room tor the loafer 
who work^ the other chaii." 

•'We nt ed h i\e no fear that immigra- 
tion will crowd us out of our land or 
in any manner decrease our trade with tho 
rest of the world. We have room here 
for millions and millions more than have 
come, and we need the right sort of im- 
migrantit!. They make the best of citizens. 
If you doubt this, you doubt the goodness 
of your own citizenship, for you do not 
have to go back v» ry far to trace your.self 
to an immigrant 1 " 

"But the tendency of those who come 
(o this country from foreign lands Is to 
loin their brethren in the cities and the 
<'rowded centers of iioimlathui : to exist In 
slums and weir out their »ives working 
amid th(> most intolerable of conditions. 
What we are trying to do — what we are al- 
ready doing — Is to prepare for these new- 
cemers facts and figures set forth In their 
«>wn tongues. lUit this is not <'nough. It 
is n«it ••nough to hand a stranger In a new 
lan<l a pamphlet, even thoiigh it be printed 
in his own langtnige. We must see that he 
gc'H to the place he should illl. We must 
tlnd out what he can do. and then place him 
where there is work of that sort to be 
djone." 

<• 

Find Jobs for All. 

*Thls we are doing. Although tho 

division has been in operation only a few 
months, we have aiieady placed 1000 fam- 
ilies, and I lielieve that within ten yeara 
we shall have developed a aystem which 

will make It possible for this government 

to obtain tho right sort of en)ploym<Mit for 
its own citizens who are o)it of work as 
well as for the strangers who come to its 
doors." 

This work In which Mr. Powderly is en- 
gaged is one of Roosevelt's i)et schemes, 
and those who heard it described are en- 
thusiastic in their estimate of its possi- 
blliUes for tho ijght diatributkNi of labor 
in oar land. 
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Two Freethought Conventions 



When it wu first advocated trade union- 
ists in all parts of the country voiced 

their opposition, claiming it would make 
strikers foregone failures, since the places 
of strikers could be so easily filled by ap- 
plication to the Division of Infbrmatloo. 

Now that the union men have seen how 
strong an effort is made to take laborers 
away from the cities and keep newcomers 
from them, they luartily indorse the plan, 
as a rule. 

And the facts and figures in the pos- 
session of this Division of Information can 
be bad for the asking at any time. Any 
American or foreigner who wants them is 
•nUtled to them." 



DAVE'S LETTER 



TO m% DIAfI HIAVINLY PAMNT. 



My Dear Heavenly Father:— 

Was the shed that Jesus was homed in, 

a Uurru Stable (jr a Calf shed or a chicken 
coop or a pig in n or a pigeon Roost? I 
can see all kinds of things there, in the 
fixtures which Papa has ov it, but 1 can't 
be certain which of them are the most at 
liome. Tl;ey all seem to bee suri)rise(l, but 
.)» sus and Josef. Jesus seems to the most 
at home of any but Josef is mad and Mary 
is ready to cry. 1 think the Camel is the 
most intelligent looking one their, but we 
cant see his head and if we cud, he might 
look difftrent. 1 think the lUiiro wud look 
smarter if he wood turn hi^ I.. ad away 
from us loo. .loe sa\s one of 'lie sheep 
herders is a cullid man. Is he? is either 
of them any relation to Jesus r 1 dident no 
but one of them mite hav bin related to 
Mary Christ in sum way, when she lived 
on the desert with her cousiu Elizabeth. 
I mean the time thai" Mary arose and went 
into the hill country in haste." Did she 
luury iastir thai time, than when they 
siarted to lOgypt on the Hurro Was it 
I heir lUirro? Why did she hurry so . Was 
>lie afraid ov getting caui and who did she 
think wood catch her? Was iheir any 
sheepherders boarding at cousin I'li/ahetlis^ 
when she went their or was I'lu le .losej)!! 
their? It is a straiu;e and funny story to 
me, but is is plani- enuf to .loe and its i»lane 
to hob iiurdet. Bob was in the funny 
business once, so we cant wonder that he 
savys, hut its all a mystery to al*pa. He 
(|i lit get rattled very easy on common 
taiiiily myst«rys but lliis one is a corker 
for him. lie has to give it up. wheiu'Ver 
I ask anytljing about you and Mary and 
.lesus. .So I ho|ie you will tell me honestly 
and when >ou wri^lih', you nmst reiiieinher 

1 am old enough to no that Suuty Claus 
is a humbug and that the world la not flat 

Our church is trying to colect a mile ov 
pennies to pay the preacher and every 
scolar at Sunday school that gets a f(M»t, 
will get a blue ticket for every foot. Some 
have as many as they are feet high now. 
They want me to bring a lot, but I think 
I will save mine for a kite, then if I have 
any left I will by some marbles. There 
aint any way you can play with blue tickets 
with bible verses on them. If 1 want any I 
can trade marbles for them, after while. 

Am ever, DiAVB. 



Buckeye teeuiar Unloii and Materiallal 
Aaaoolalien Convene «l Canal Daver^ 
Ohio* teptember 8, • and 7. 



PRIUMINARY OUTLINE OF THE 

GATHERING. 



Two conventions. 

Buckeye Secular Union. 

Materialist Association. 

riiese conventions will faive place at 
Canal Dover, Ohio, Saturda.\. .Sunday and 
Monday, September 5, G and 7. I'JOS. 

Arrangements have been made through 
President (Jeorge O. Roberts of the Buck- 
eye Secular I 'll ion, and VA'izix Mowry 
lUiveii of the Materialist Association for 
special rates at the Cuitral Hotel, Canal 
l>over, at $1.50 per day for all delegate's 
and friiMids. 

'i he conventions will take place at Hard- 
esiy s ()p»'ra House and (^try Freethinker 
within easy r< ach of Canal l)o\er should 
make a special effort to be present in order 
to give encouragement to the work in which 
the officers and members of these organiza- 
tions are engaged. 

Several of the best known Freethought 
writers and speakers in America will be 
in attendance. This will afford a splendid 
opportunity to many for a hai)py comming- 
ling, or a communion, as it were among 
Freethinkers. While the full program has 
not yet been completed it is known that 
among the speakers will be Dr. T. .1. Uow- 
les, of Muncie. Indiana, one of the Blade's 
principal contributors, and author of the 
series of articles on the Persistence of 
Superstition; Otto Wettstein. of l-i Crango, 
Illinois, one of the strongest advocates in 
America of Atheism and Materialism; Ma- 
rilla M. Ricker, whose picture and biogra- 
phy recently appeared In the Blade, and 
one of the foremost women in all America; 
Dr. ,1. B. Wilson, of Cin( inn;ii i, of whom 
the Blade or Its friends, cannot say too 
nmch; Kliza Mowry Bllven. the indefatig- 
able secretary of the Materialist Associa- 
tion; Helen M. Lucas, of Marrletta. Ohio, 
a woman who is doing more to advance t be- 
cause of humanity In her community than 
any other we know of; John R. Charles- 
worth, the Blade's editor, and others. 

The cell vent ion of the Buckeye Secular 
I nion will be held first. This will be 
called to order by President George O. 
Roberts. Following will come the conven- 
tion of the Materialist Association and Blisa 
Mowry Bllven will bring this to order. 

According to the present arrangement a 
there will be a round table conference held 
at the Central Hotel. Saturday night, at 
which all Freethinkers present will attend, 
for the purpose of devising ways and means 
for a more successful and mon* systematic 
propaganda of Freethought principles, and 
at the same time to oatllne the work Of tlM 
two conventions. 

These are to be inverted into what we 
might conveniently call lovef»asis. Tliey 
must be well, attended. Knough Free- 
thinkers reside within a radius of one hun- 
dred miles from Canal Dover to more than 
fill the Opera House to oyerflowing. IM 
this be done. It is an opportune time. The 
location la central. 

Tlie MMttagirwm ba lallTaned with foeia 



and instrumental music and add to these 
the splendid speeches that will be made 
and it will be well worth the time and 
money spent in attending. 

As soon as the full programs are com- 
pleted the Blade will give publication there- 
to for the information of those desiring to 
attend. 



PLATONIC LOVE 

Taken a Dogfaii out of the •yatom and 
Qlvea Personal Reaaena. 

(By John F. Clarktv) 

Platonic love is the kind that was prac- 
ticed by Plato. 

In theory it is fine; in poetry it Is finer; 
in dreams it is finest. 

Plato wore a cloak of armor plate ex- 
perimenting with it, and that's how he came 
to call it plate-on-lc love. In pure i<i>lic a 
man In search of a soul mate, or affinity, 
seeks a woman with a longing for fellow- 
ship or chumagy. and then, hand in hand, 
they walk through life, breathing pure ether 
and thinking chaste thoughts, unsullied by 
sordid sex considerations. They see in na- 
ture something that Dame Nature never 
saw. Their souls are one. All is positive 
with them, there is no negative. It is a 
game that may be played, but is is a goalless 
ganio and likely to become monotonous. 
QutM ii Victoria and her body servant. John 
Brown, seem to have fulfilled all the re- 
(luirements for Platonic love. God knows, 
and He won*t tell.The sod covers John and 
marble shades Vic's bones: they sleep In 
tlie common bed of Mother Karth. Their 
souls may he happily united in the Kmpyr- 
ean or they may be molested by the shade 
of the l»rince Consort butting in. On the 
other hand, their souls may be as absent 
as their bodies. 

I had several girl chums when I was a 
school boy and I thought that it would be 
delightful if we could sfo|) 'Viiuo and live 
continually in a Platonic iOden. and I told 
the girla so^ but each Informed me that 
she had outlined a future in which a dif- 
ferent d(^stlny beckoned. All I now hope 
is, that I'ach one is liappy in her "destiny." 
I had never read nor head of Plato nor his 
school of peculiar fondness, but I was think- 
ing ui)on his line. Somehow a chum of the 
opposite sex is sweeter and 1)otter than of 
the same -e\. In ^'ivip.i: and receiving 
small conUdences. there is :i line and a 
sensatton of chaste thriUa that add eikU- 
aratlon and a sensation of purity. 

If I had my life to live over I would not 
mind sacrificing It to a Platonic experiment 
in the Interest of science, and personal 
in(iuiry. 

That the subtle allurement may. after all, 
be the old time Passionate Love, in a maa- 
querade. I am fain to believe. Whether 
CupId would n^veal himself -radually. or 
butt in. siK»radit all> . 1 know wot, hut await 
for a confession from a former novice and 
Igtar gradnplab 
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Current Comment on Public Events 
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"Thf pt'oplf h;i\e conic :<) hxik upon tli<^ 
n:i'n who ran i'k so churc lit ^ as a iui ol 
coiiteiuplible liH^'^t-riteb wiiu wrap liieir 
oomfortable robes about tbem and care 
nothing for the sufft ringt of toe poor." 

This is a it-niUN' aiialgnni«;2ii and il is 
(lirccutl aj;ain>t uin- oi Uju niu.si. i»uWiilul 
cliurch corporaiiuns iu ihe couuiry, uamely, 
Ui« Trinity oorporatlon, of New York, it 
il not an accusation from unfriendly lips, 
it i8 not a complaint emanating from bunie 
nnoriliodox individual, il Ib nut a ciiar^f 
made by intideUty. It did not originate iu 
soma Freetbought paper. It came from one 
who has been through the mill, one who 
has run the whok* ganiut of supe rstition and 
ought to iaiow the truili. In oilier Nsords 
it is ri charge made agaiUKl those wiio niau- 
ate Trinity church and its millions by Mad- 
ison C. Peters, one of the best known 
preachers oi gay and giddy (Joiliani. 

But the accusal i ni should noi lall upon 
Trinity alone, innumerable other churches 
occupy precisely the i«me attitude towards 
the people as this gigantic creature of 
Christ and i/MTuptiou. Th' one dominant 
id'ja of every diurdi o'.u;;i'izaiion is to ac- 
(pi;re wealth and the p(»wtr and inlluence 
that wealth can givo. They seek not the 
I)ower that comes through Icnowledge. Each 
foolish theological goose siri\«s to k« ep its 
liead above its leliuws in i!.e iioju' ami ex- 
pectation of a;>peariug mightier, grander 
and better than thfy. Worldly show and 
display constitute the dolce far nlente of 
every orthodox Christian church. They 
boast of the m(jne\ they can control; the 
size of the bank account; its ability tu keep 
up appearances; the best and biggest choir; 
the highest salaried lirt^acber; the most 
costly ornamentation; all constituting a 
gross suiierlicialness vsitliuui :lie sligiiiest 
thought of human needs, human cares, hu- 
man suffering. Trinity is not the only 
guilty church organization, but its sins are 
many and large. Drawing wealth from 
crime, it has laiu ned and prospered and 
still babbles of a humble carpenter who had 
not where to lay his head. 

Trinity, like every other church, is also 
a constant Ix'ggar. The mile of Dn- widow 
is still eag(.'ily clu died ali* r, iH unies 
snatched from the hand of unsuspecting 
childhood; dollars extracted from the 
pockets of labor, and every cburch In the 
country is expert in the art. In the course 
of time, when experience oj»» ns the e.\«'s 
of the unthinking masses and these make 
the discovery that our daily bread comes 
not from heaven but must be earned 
through iho sweat of human i'lideavor, 
preachers will be |)Ut on the working list 
and church organizations will have to main- 
tain themselves or perish for lack of sup- 
port. And every church that is content to 
struggle on in the wake of human intelli- 
gence will survive the shock, for a time, 
while they who hold out and refuse, wiil 
go all the sooner. 

Rev. Peters will do some good by his at- 
tack on the metluxls of Trinity and may 
succeed in opening wondering ey» s. but if 
be only kwka a little further he will dis- 



cover other simiiar organizations deserving 
u uose ot tne same sort oi medicine. 
• • • • 

'i he churcii in Amt rlta is still on the 
iiunt lor nerctics and it is leporied that 
anoiiifcr victim i.as been lound in ilie p« r- 
.-on ol Itcv. j;. 1^. AViauUox, int. loi oi iiit 
i irsL i'resoyienan caurcU ol Texarkana, 
.nrKansab; baiU lu ne one of the weaituiesl 
cjii^regaiions in ui iL state, and nis trial was 
to tome oti Juiy U, beioie ilie Ouchita 
i resbytery, at Hope. 

Heresy may be a troublesome issue with 
the cnurch autiiorliies but tnese hunts, and 
these inals, lurnish food for intellectual 
ti.ough , i»i o\ Hi. (1. I lie masses will stop 
and tbiiiK. tel. liH 1 ine eiiaracier, Llie in- 
tciitcLuai stanuiiiii oi the mtn wno have 
been put out ul me cnurch lor uoucontorm* 
ity witu accepK d docirines of faith. These 
im II wtre sui»p. ..^cdiy educatt d ior tlie ex- 
j.i. iMii iK <.i ].i . .11 lung Clirisi and him 
erucilitd. linv may be supposed to have 
iiiuUe a careful siuuy of the subject. Years 
of experituce in the work have led them lo 
vastly dilfereiit KJiitiusions and an open re- 
iiiiiieialion luliou.-,. W Inie i»i v aching me 
laiiu the congr* ^^aiions accepted his word, 
but the moment lie enters upon lines ot 
thought that are heterodox, his spiritual 
inasn rs call him oil, force him to a trial, 
luin him out ui ilic chureli, and liis place 
IS immediatLiy tilled by one stronger iu 
the faita to the r^nd that the people shall 
not be led from church teachings. 

According to ilie published reports it is 
siiiii»i\ a case l>( i\v« en twe' dl* dee and 
iweedieduui. ihc reports state that llev. 
Muddox told his congregation that *'salvap 
tion IS an evolution from within and not an 
imi*ortation from wi houi. " Tliis is charged 
iO 1h r» s> . ii is also I 'poi hd iliat while 
ho admits the bible to be inspired he holds 
that the writers of these sa«alled sacred 
books were neither omniscient or infallible, 
'lliis is also charged to bo heresy. And 
liow near lo iik- ac ual trutli is tliis sug- 
gested heresy / Investigation will speedily 
convince his accusers that this heretical 
parson is right for once. 

What seems to be a stumbling block in 
the way of the presbytery is Hi* r. ptu i 
that the oongregatton is determined to 
stand by the accused preacher. If they 
stick to this resolve the church may lose 
Ihe (nt ire congregation and the latter de- 
eid<' lo k» ep him in sjiiie of any trial or 
conviction. No sooner had the charges 
been made, and a notice served upoo him, 
and the date of his trial fixed, than Rot. 
Maddox submit led the issues to his con- 
^regaiion and upon a show 4jf hands being 
called for one solitary bund was held up 
against him. This is a straw tai the wind 
and it plainly shows the direction In which 
the wind is blowing. Let the Presbytery 
lilt' him. as ii will, tin- congregation r( mains 
evidently of the same opinion and the 
Presbytery will be working to its own un- 
doing. May the time soon come and the 
doy soon dawn when all preachera will be 
Ik iK st enough to toll tbelT con g TigaUons 
more truth. 



(Since the above was written ROT. Mad- 
dox has been tried, cottTleted and founa 

guilty. Ed.) 

• • # • 

Some writer, once said that **wlmmin 
are t (trious critters and it niignt be ameud- 
» U its making it read so that some uien 
couiu be included iu the term. Taking legal 
uehnitious as a guide* wherein it la held 
tnat the singular hnplies the plural, the 
masculine the feminine, etc., we would bo 
.sale in assuming iiiai tiie autlioi ol tne 
above s.atemeut about womeu had iutouded 
to include man, but on aooount of Um 
"tangled meshes of the law ' a certain de- 
gree of caution is necessary. 

liiis brief iniroduciiun was suggested by 
leading an account ul a damage suit 
brought by J. U Nichols, of Sapulpa, Ok* 
lahoma, against Alfred Stanford, of the 
same i)iace, on tLt ground that ihe latter 
Old nut kft'i) an iiigageinenl he made .with 
me wife ul Mchols, to elope with her at a 
given time, whereby the prospeetive etopee 
has suffered great mental pain and ^ftgMl»h- 

This is altogether a new dei)anure in law 
and many of the disciples ol iilackStone 
could aftord to watch the outcome. 

But What does this case suggest? In his 
petition, the husband alleges that he was 
fully aware of his wifes intentions to elope 
wjih Staiilojd, that he look no steps to pre> 
vent it, and the inference is that he is as 
deeply ohagriaed at the failure of the en- 
terprise as the woman herself, in that he 
had been expecting to get rid of her and 
liad nut sueceeued. On the oilier hand we 
are ltd to infer that neither man really 
wanted her. it la evident the husband did 
not or he would haVe taken steps to have 
interfered with the intended elopement. It 
Is also evident that her partner in the 
agreement did not want her or he would 
have kept hto promise to have skipped. 
Now the question for the court to decide 
Is wluMher or not the woman has been in 
jui t (I, and il it shall so lind. to assess a 
proper amount of damages tu cuiuiiensate 
her for her loss of a ehanoe to get herself 
talked about and for her suffering by 
reason thereof. 

We do not know what lawyer brought 
the suit. We do not kuuw, however, that 
the ooorta havo rigorously held to the rule 
that one who seeks equity must do equity 
and come before the court with clean hands. 
'I'he W(,niaii in the case was a par;ner wilii 
the defendaut in an unlawful undertaking 
and it is •xtrame.y doubtful if she can 
prosecute h«r cause with success. Had it 
l>« en the husband v>ho had sued for dam- 
ages because the male person to the illegal 
contract had failed to take an undesirable 
wife off his hands, there might be some ex- 
cuse for bringing such a suit. Nothing 
ventured, nothing won, ia an old adaga, and 
it is ecpiaiiy applictbla to the case In point 
as any other. 

• • • • 

From time to time the reading public has 

been regaled with stories told of wonderful 
finds being made in ruins of ancient cities, 
and not infrequently are some of these 
held, by theological professors, to be con- 
flmiatory of the bibie. including both the 
old and new testament. These are lauded, 
as evidences of biblical truths, as If a bible 
truth could be of a natur(» different from 
secular truth, and columns of sentimental 
gush gets Into the i)ubli( prints. Once In 
a while, or we might say, just occasionally, 
the tables get turned the other way and we 
now have an amusing story told of a recent 
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find in Italy which heaped considerablo of 
l idiruh" ii])()n tin- h arned theologians who 
ultempted to decipher it. For the Bake of 
brevity we prefer to publieh the oUpplac 
Just as it WM received at this office. It 
roads: — 

C'oniniendatore Boni, who lias charge of 
the excavaUoiia in the Roman Forum, 
brouflit to light the other day a curiously 

Inscribed stone tablet, which, owing to the 

arcliaic I.atin it confainrd. ho found it im- 
possihlc to read. A nunilx r of learned 
LatinistB and archaeologists soon gathered 
about him. This is what they read: 
QUE 
8TABLA VI 
DELOIA SINI. 

While some declared that as "que" was 
an inclitic conjunction, and that therefore 
the inscription must ho incomplete, others 
asserted that the word was an abbreviation 
of "queo,'* and that the inscription might be 
read: "I am able to gaze upon the star 
without pain." 

While the dispute was waxinc: fierce and 
learned, a farmer of the ( ampagna i)assed 
by. Attracted by the crowd li" approached, 
and asked for the reason of it. He was told 
about the inscription. He gazed at it for 
several minutes, and then read slowly; 

"Questa «■ la via degU Mini," (This is 
the way of asses.") 

And the I..atinists, the archaeloglsts, and 
the other servants crept quietly away, while 
the Commendatore in good, modem Tuscan 
said thingt to his workmen as he mopped 
his brow. 

• • • • 

Press dispatches from Manila state that 
a band of three hundred fanatics in Mind- 
anao, riiilipplne Islands. :ill armed wiili 
bolos and spears, under the leadership of 
one of their tribe who claims to be possess- 
ed of divinity, Is threatening the lives of 
I In inhabitants of a nunib'T of small vll- 
'ages. wherein ilie p()|tulai i(»M is a mixture 
of natives, Americans and Kuropeans. The 
reports state that people are fleelBg in all 
directions and we can Justly suppose that 
cMir beneficient Uncle Sam will cover the 
lerrliory thus atfec'ed with sufficient troops? 
to prevent depredation and put down the 
insurrection by for6e of arms. 

The above Is an outgrowth of American 
government in the archipelago, but if we 
turn our attt nlion liomeward, wt' would And 
in these United States, an immense band of 
religious leaders, all claiming divinity, or 
divine guidance, wno make war upon the 
mind in an effort to subject humanity to the 
degrading inlluent:ts of an orthodox creed. 
The Fiii|)ino divinity clalmers kill the body, 
but our native divinity clalmers murder the 
mind and intellect. Both are commiiting 
a gr€»vious wrong. If Uncle Sam would 
but give the same serious consideration to 
the inttdlect of his children at home, as he 
does to the lives of his subjeets abroad, the 
standard of intelligence would speed- 
ily reach a higher mark and our pjeople 
Jump forward by leaps and bounds. One 
thing stands in the way. That Is the de- 
sire to get votes. The two political parties 
from winch the next succeeding govern- 
nu nt is to be drawn, have both played a 
sinister game Into the hands of the church, 
and if elected it Is impossible to say which 
would |ilay for fanaticism t!ie sinrnger, 
Uryan or Taft. Uoth have dealt strong 
hands to the church voters and if either be 
elected it would be bat natural f6r the 
ohiireh to anttcipate icnm pcOitloal oooeia 
■lOMI fiPOB theok 



The one point to be made ib ihul Uncle 
bam is quicK lo put down all cluimb ot di- 
vmitysaip iu lue rnilujpino Islands, es- 
pecially wiieu sucli claims result in per- 
sonal diaster and loss. Why should he not 
strive to put down divinityship claims iu 
America, especially these claims whicii re- 
sult iu false systems of education, a per- 
version of the mind aud heart Irom thluge 
useful and essential lu things useless ana 
non-essenlial Having assumed a protect- 
ing care over all iiib t hildri ii iL is u duly 
ae OWLS to see that the rights of even uue 
are as sacredly protected as the rights ol 
the multitude. But Uncle Sam is a long 
way irom tliis lofty siaiion. It may be that 
experience will bring IhaL degree ol eii- 
ilgiiienmeut, when thruugii a rtal, popular, 
seif-govemment, the righU of persona wia 
be as important In governmental economy 
as (lie rights of property. 

• • • • 

i'oor, old Keutucl^ ! Well mayest thou 
cry, '*aave me from my frienda." innumer- 
able misrepresentations and exaggerations 

by penny-a-line newsiiai»er correspondents, 
« xploiiini^ leuds that lit ver exi.-ud and en- 
larging upon some that did exist, thy shifty 
poUtioa and deaperate playa for power, 
have made for thee a name that thy sister 
states need not envy, but in spite of it all, 
we, thy sons and daugliters know iliat thou 
art not so black as thou hast been painted. 

But Kentucky is in for it again. The 
soil of this grand, old Commonwealth has 
given birth to m.iny strange forms of n- 
Ugious fantasy, but from ClUisgow, this 
state, couiLS the report that some of her 
i)eoi>le are moving forward backward, 
and in imitation of orthodox follies of many 
sears ago, a new sect has been created 
Known by the name of the ' Joe Moon faith" 
in which each member i> reqiured to wash 
anoilier nienil)er's fet t as a part of the di- 
vine afflatus. Keet wa^lling may be good. 
In any evt nt it is conducive to health, 
riiis sclu nie is said to have been originated 
and practiced fifty years ago by those de- 
nominatt'd as hardshell l!ai»ti.<ts. but di^d 
out for lack of support. With plenty of 
soap, a rough towe( the application vigor- 
ously given, the iilade can see no peraonal 
harm in the system, but as an outward OS* 
lui'ssion of an inward r< Ii^ious graoe^ tt IS 
the very quintessence of fully. 

Outsiders might be led to believe, and 
with some degree of trufh behind it, that 
the meinbc'rs of this sect did their thinking 
with their let t inereby necessitating an 
extraordinary cleanliness about their pedal 
extremities. It is not reported that any« 
thing Is done to the head. It may be that 
it is no: rtMpiired to be waslnd. Some peo- 
ple ni'ed ilK'ir feti wasliing and if too 
lazy to j>erform the oitiration themselves 
the Joe Moon taith might prove benellolal 
to thenu riie report does not state If all 
feet ar»' washed in the same water, or if 
fresh waur is provided for lach i)air of 
feet. If there is but one l>owl and all use 
the same water, we would hesitate about 
having to dispoae of it at the close of the 
ceremony. Thia would be **holy wgler^ 
with a vengeaae*. 

• • • • 

During the dedicatory services of a United 
Hretliren church. recenfl\ lield at Stras- 
l.urg. Ohio. IMshop J. S. Mills, of .\nnville, 
i'eunsylvania, one of the speakers for the 
occaaion, waxed eloquently warm and de< 
livered himself of a really good Ulk, if only 
hia andltora ooold havt folly comprehended 
Jmit what he gaUL Bead: 



"Life is our greatest possession. A few 
>('ars ago wo were not and a few years 
hence we will not be. We are living men 
and women. - * • If we could destroy all 
animal and vegetable life we would soon 
perish." 

For g» iiuine. unadulterated wisdom, iu 
mountainous chunlts, the above is entitled 
Ho an entire bakery. The first two sentences 
are absolutely true and the third sentence 
must be. because It could not be otherwise. 
If we were not" and if we "shall not be" 
(f what use was the very church which 
they were dedicating? Did the speaker 
actually mean what he said? Then again, 
we did not suppose that he was talking 
to a lot of dead ones, and yet, so far as 
humanity is concerned, he might have been. 
But fancN the energy that had to be expend- 
ed In the mental effoifi re<iuired to tell us 
that If all niiimal and vegetable life COOld 
be destroy.Ml. we would soon perish. 
If 'all" animal should be destroyed, 
would it not also take us along? 
And if we went along would It not 
follow, as a iiecssity, that we would have 
been destroyed .' Then how could we perish 
afterwards Is this mere moonshine, or 
was he jus' simply talking? Did he really 
understand what he was talking about? 
Old his congregation grasp the meaning of 
what he said This Is the chief trouble with 
church congregations. 'They sit still and 
listen to words, never paying tln» slightest 
heed to What is said, and here was this 
preacher giving utterance to pure material- 
ist doctrine and not even chlded for It. 

There is a sneaking suspicion thnt this 
preacher has be. n reading something worth 
while. If he has he had better use con- 
siderable cautton or be may be Jerked be- 
fore a High Commission to answer fO a 
charge of heresy. This talk of his Is as 
far from Christian theology as it is possible 
to be. Coming from him, many believe, 
especially among those who heard him. 

The Blade does not want to be understood 
as e|M<oslng ihe sr-ntinients di-cussed. as it 
is ^iniplx iliiDwing out a word of (au'ion. 
or a gentle hint, to the preacher in ques- 
tion, if he wishes to hold on to hii present 
job. 



Aunt Altlee ^verhe. 



Heasi n knows no fear. 
Fear knows no reason. 
Errors of belief keep mankind stupifled. 

Facts must triumph, traditions fall. 

Scl»>nce slays myths: knowledge repudi- 
ates fables. 

Be not converted, be convinced. 

Reason bars folly; only Ignorance pe»» 
sists In barring facts. 

Progress bemoans superstition; facts and 
Action do not assimilate. 

Reason has no tendency towards mind 
degeneracy. 

Evolution's stride Is forward, up "Alpine 
Heighto" of freethought. 

— Allie Lindsay Lynch, S. D. 



Rev. Alex s. Arnold, a Unlversaliat 
preacher of Worchester, Rhode Island, 
takes up a Ave column article, in wide 
measure, trying to explain that the Bin 
against the h(dy ghost Is a sin against the 
holy ghost. But why so much ado about 
■haply ttolhlDgf 
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A FOOLISH NOTION OF DEITY. 



**Maii d(M\s not IVol tlic need ol' <ro(l in pros])i*i it\ , 
but when adversity falls over liim uud the world has 
turned its back upon him, he feels th^ need of an 
ainiiiility latlier, and in that hour uian naturally 
tujmi to god." ^ I 

The above argument was made a few days ago by 
;i (,'liristi;ni t'ricii.l. wlio had l)('<'ii tiyin.n in wiiii to 
wjiiviiice us lliat llic ( liri.sliaii dfity was a vciity, a 
real, solid and substantial existence, witli tlio powor 
and inclination to render aid to man in the hour of 
distress and misfortune. It may l)e that many other 
Freetliinkers li;ivc met with similar cxj^criciUM >. 
Anyhow, the argument is not altogether a new one. 
It has been presented before. New verbiage may be 
used to dress it u\> difTcrciitly but it i> tlir .^aiiu' (!«»(• 
trine contained in llie text "the lord will pioxide.'' 

Any god who cannot l)e with man in prosjii-rity but 
must bring misfortune nixni hini in oi.ler to induce 
a belief in his existence, is not worth the price of 
powder to l)Iow him into hades. A real ^^od, on <(ood 
nesa bent, with righteous intendment, no thought save 
for the w^are and continued liappiness of his crea- 
tnree^ would never create conditions that bring a4- 



versity and surrei ini»' to induce a \vorslii}> of liimself. 
li* man cannot worsliij> god in health better than in 
disease, then god is altogether unnecessary. 

A\'e renieml»ei* once liearin^jc a story of a l)oautiful 
woman, devout in her religious pretensions, married 
rich and became liappy. Two children were bom. 
iietween lier Iiushand and lier eliildi'en slio found 
many of life's happiest moments i)ut she ceased her 
attendance ujxui cliun li, and, tiie story ^oes, the 
clergy argued that she had forgotten god. The har- 
rowing tale relates how first the husband died, and 
tlicn her children, and Ix'ini:: reduced to absolute ])ov- 
erty, she turned back to god and the church. The 
inference to be drawn therefrom was, in effect, that 
liad intentionally taken lier husband from lier, 
liad taken oft* her children, had reduced lier to al)ject 
liefc^^ary, in order to humble her and in her distress 
)>ring her to a worship of himself. Now, for such a 
f»f)d as that we can express only the utmost contempt. 
SiK h a .i»(m1 is a monster of tlie most hideous form. 
Xo man, much less god, would ever think of heaping 
sueli suffering upon a poor and helpless woman to 
impel attentirm io liimself and an ultimate worsbi]). 
Tlie wonder is tiiat Christians do not perceive how 
tlic\ deiii ade their god by such arguments. 

'J'rue, indeed, poverty is a great awakener, luit it 
does not always bring men to god. The weaker human 
vessel, the uneducate(l, the nontliinker, may express 
religion as a sort of last hope, but if human aid be 
not extended there is little to hope for or expect. The 
-ti'oiii^rr minds enter upon a study (»f the conditions 
that have ljr(m,t;lit them where they are and tinding 
out the efficient caux they seek to enfcMce a remedy, 
not foi* tliemselves alone, but for others also These 
latter becoiiK^ the workers, the delvers, the helpers 
of mankind, and are tiie leal saviors upon whom the 
race alone can depend in the great and pressing hour 
of need. 

(\)n>ider the brightness of day, the <;lad eyes of 
chiidliood, the sweet incense of human love and happi- 
ness, all tliat ^ives joy to life, and here is more true 
unrship than can be found in all the cloistered walls 
built by the luind of man for. the glory of an imag- 
inar>' god. True work is true worship. This true 
worship can be safely i-eared uj)on a purely liunian 
ideal and there is no cause for peoj>lin^- the skies with 
gods, ghosts and devils. The earthly trinity of father, 
incdber, cbild, is deseiTing of more adoration than 
spe( lral deities created by man in the days of bis 
ii^noranco. In tlie sacrament of a pure and undefiled 
human love, based upon earthly considerations, 
buoyetl l)y earthly hopes, auatained 1^ earthly beneflti, 
is a happiness sweeter, grander, greater, more mir 
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diirinir luu] snhstMiitinl, tlian tlio hnc:^ and haunds of 
superstition ever know or dreamed. 

Then let iis put aside ^^od in our zeal for man. Let 
us strive manfully ( adi to our i»art to increase the 
sum total of human li;ii»piii('>s l»y desti-oyin.u: the false 
and fo^Jisli rrliiiions systems that Mind man to liis 
real interests here lor some fancied interest here- 
after. 



FACT VS. FICIION. 



Henry AVard lircclier insisted that men should 
never ask questions if *they could help it, but the 
modem, and by far the better plan, is never to allow 
a l]iin<> to uo unknown for the lack of askiuig a ques- 
tion or two. 

But for the ardent questioner our knowledge of 

natni'e wouM Im' coi'sidci'ahl.N' circumscrilKMl today. 
l>ut I'or the (lUcstinntT man> thin.us that are now 
known wouhl still he amoni;- the unknown. No man 
can trutlifully say that such or such a thing, now un- 
known, will never be known for that would place a 
limitation to the po.ssihilit ir> of human dexriopment 
and human knowledge, whereas against these possi- 
bilities no limit can be set. The whole of Nature be- 
loUL's to man just lu' h-aiiis to mast«'i' it. I'^xcry 
individual is the ct nlt'r »d' his own univi'rsc and I'lom 
that center kn()wled<»t' branches out in every direction. 

Men have embarked ui)oii two distiiM*t lields of in- 
vestigation. One leads into theology, the realm of 
speculation <ind gucssw oi k. The other deals ex- 
clusively with the kingdom oi* Nature, which is a 
literal kingdom. The field of theolog>' is covered with 
am-ient and hideous I'oniis of suiici st it ion. In tli(» 
natural lield we see order, beauty, law» dependence, 
everywhere. Amidst the great diversity of the forms 
of life tliei-e is u!iit\'. Kverv li\'inu-, hrcathimj-, i;row 
ing thing juust oi' a necessity move along one general 
line of develcqMnent but carried out in a variety of 
ways. 

The great benefit that follows a scientific education, 
whether as a training I'or sjM'cial purpose-, or for 
knowledge, is tliat the student is brought itno an im- 
mediate contact with facts, and while Agafisiz de- 
da I'rd to he stui)id things until hi*ou:;lit into 
some connection with generaNaw, it is that \ery con- 
nection which a scientiflo education brings al»out, and 
the student soon h»arns to make his api)eals directly 
to Nature instrad of appcalinii: to some god through 
prayer. These ai)peals to nature conclude al' debates 
and will decide, ultimately, ail theories. Nature is 
the court of last resort It is all phenomena, all life 
and all existence. If some creative >deit]r ezista, that 



deity must also be a ]iart of N'ature and cam ot, from 
veiy necessity, be independent and apart I'rom it. 
This excludes a personal deity and leaves the theo- 
logian with a niere impersonal deity, an attribute, or 
a (|uality. on the order of the principle of gravitation, 
a r<o'(e to he noti<'ed hut not seen: its effects to Ik* 
exi>erienced, its results measured, but not, oi' itself, 
an entity. 

We liave now I'educed irod to nn absurdit'- . an im- 
l»ersonal principle hemmed in and bound by inunov- 
able law. Then why pray to an impersonality? Unable 
to extricate itself from its own environment, or to 
escape the operation of law, how is it possible for 
an intervention throniih .-iipjMtx d miraculous ai^encies 
to produ( e a change i'or the especial benefit of those 
who pray? The iron necessity of natural law rules 
in all nature. Xot an atom ( -capes it. Xatnral law 
rules in tiie fornuition of nu)untains, in the movement 
of systems, in the generation of life and specie, so 
that th( re is nothing for a god to do, nothing that a 

god can do. 

'riieolouians have nmde j)jetrn>e at s(H»ing the sui> 
posed wisdom and jx)wer of mi intelligent creator in 
natural law, but the students of nature have pursued 
their in\estii:ations without regard to anv deifietl 
agency, implied or nade nuinifest. tSuch a sxstem of 
investigation has given to the world such men as 
Huxley, Harwin, and last but not least, the eminent 
Naturali>l. ProT. F.rnst lla'ckel. Intellioerce will 
tread careliill> along the lines ol* tlu>ught these men 
have laid down, satisfied with the knowledge thus to 
be obtained, and scientific fact will soon displace 
theological fiction. 



We are going to make a vigorous campaign tliis 
fall for more subscribers, in fact, to double our prea- 
(Mit circulation, .-ind we urge that every Blade reader 

get in the band wagon. 



The reading of opinions that are mere echoes of 
your i*\yn is sunply time wasted, opportonit;'' thrown 

away. 



(llory is not to he won ]>\ Imotim;- tlu^ jejune hoott 
tluit tickle the ears of the ignorant nuijority 



IMutocracy smiles at a Lycurgus for having made 
nuHiey of iron that luxury mi^ht not corrupt the peiv 
pie, yet every grand empire and every aspiring re- 
public that has passed from earth was slain with a 
dagger of gold. 
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WHERE'S THAT SUBSCRIBER? 



With this issue we renew our offer to accept a new 
subsoriber for one rear at fifty cents, provided, tlie 
iit'W siili^cii jtlion sent in witli a I'l'iicwa! . or Iwn 
new subscriptions at one dolJar oacli. If five new suh- 
scribers are sent in at once, in one remittance, at one 
dollar cacli. tlic I'ladc will as a ])remilim to 

the jjcrsoii >i'ii<liii.n' tlicni, a (*o])y oT Di*. Wi'son's A 
tri]) to J\(niie, oi- a «*oj>y of V. Mooie's, Dol* Fenin*! 
in the Orient. Tliis offer will stand good until 
October 1, next. By that time the harvest will be in 
and tin* M .'ixMi's work ]>i'actically done. Tlit ii conh s 
the i^reparatioii lor the winter reading and the Blade 
offers a fine oppomnity to satisfy that want. By 
workin^i: today yon may snccccd in ir^'ttiiiir «m new sni» 
bcriber tomorrow, ii* every I'riend would but iiledvc 
themselves to get only one the Blade would grow he 
yond our most sanguine expectations. If we couid 
write anything, or say anything, that would enthuse 
others as we feel enthused, it would be said. 1>ut oui* 
friends know the situation well enough. The only 
thing to do is to get busy. 

SCIENCE AND THE BIBLE. 



Scicntifi'' ('.\pIorali(Mi has a.iialn upset ])i))]e chro 
nology, and yet iu s]>ite of these manilest and direct 
revelations, men an<l women will insist that tiie bible 
icroid is ti'ue in all thin^j^s. 

Jiut lew |)eo])le can he found, in these days, wlio 
would intelligently dispute the ^I'eat anti(|uity of the 
earth. (Jeoiogical data successfully proves that. Our 
own continent furnishes an abundance and vnriety of 
Tacts sullicirnt to attest It. i'A'eiy day some new Tact 
upxjears tending to corroborate and we have now from 
the far West, that is from the State of Washington, a 
repojt to the elVect that while sinking;: a :>,00()-foot 
well on a farm near l.enox, in that state, about thirty 
miles M>uth of Spokane, the drill penetrated and 
brought to tiie surface a number of pebbles, a quantity 
of beeswax and some wood, indicating that the drill 
luid pen(*t rated what must Ik? a sulnuei'^ed forest, 
once fiourishuig at the surface. The fact that these 
materials were found buried at a depth of 586 feet 
shows the se<limentary <leposits that wei'e laid upon 
it must have taken long ages to aeeumulate. Thi? 
pebbles indicate the presence of water upon the sur- 
face. The woo(l snir*^ests foiest growth and the bees 
wax eonstitutes a sure si^u of aninuil life, at least, 
of the insect variety. 

1'lie <^eolo,i!:ical fonnation of the state of Wasliifm 
ton and especially iu tlio locality mentioned, with 



these recent lindin.ns. su.un(\sts that both sedimentary 
and igneous format i( iis (»verlie the submerged forest. 
There can be no doubt al>out the submerged forest 
and this must have been at the surface nt some time 
in tlie remote pa>l. The allnx iai snjjs at the present 
surface are of sedimentary origin, while the strata 
through which the drill penetrated, bringing the ma- 
terials to the ^^r^a(•e. (onfirni the theoiy that tin* 

earth's ciiist. in that part of tin mitiy, was turned 

o\-er by a t!'cm(»ndous sei.«-nt!r disturbance and was 
leveled by the force* of a mighty river long si? ice i^one. 
There is a stnuig indication liere that the strata, 
probably to a dei>tli of L\()0() I'eet, was built up ]>y suc- 
cessive eruptions of lava from great iissun^^ in the 
earth's crust, and that the thick covering of basaltic 
asli was laid by the winds following the ei'uptions. 

If evidence were demanded, iu these days, !hat bible 
chronology was all at sea, that evidence may be found 
in our own country. The presence of jrlacial ])ould(M s 
in the Southern states, the striation of roek, evidently 
caused by moraines, show how I'ai- the ice ( x tended 
years ago through the continent of North America. 
Turning to the delta of the MSssissippi and the ex- 
cavations niad(» tliei'ein, wliei'eby I'oit'st iirowths have 
been revealed to the wondering gaze of men. buried 
at great dq>ths, will at once indicate the marvelous 
^^eological chan^-es that have been wrought, while 
traces of hniiian lile in Aiiiei ica, even at that remote 
and almost unknown peiiod. cause still .greater 
wonder when theological teaclungs are considered by 
comparison. 

The i^i'eat of science Iocs upon the .i»rouiul 

work of its facts. Tlie weakness of theology lies in the 
fact that it is a mere guess. They see results and 
try to aeeonnt foi" them by jiainini'- u'od. (icolo^y 
knows no .i»od oi- snpeilmman inlluence. With such 
calculation would be impossible for tlie mentist 
would never know how much to eonce(le to natui e and 
how much to supernature. Tin* onl\ sale plan was 
to leave god out of the reckcmim; and this is j)re- 
oisely what Science has done in ail its departments. 

Just as Science got away from god it b<»gan to de- 
velop, to unfold, and the rnrthei* S<*ienee i n\ c.-^t ii!ates 
the further it h»aves god in the siivage and ignorant 
past where the idea really belongs. 

Xo <«:od, no bible to explain his supposed A\ill. Xo 
bible, preachers are not essential. W ithout jireaehers 
the world is rid of a number of drones who daily con- 
smne without taking part in production. 



THE INTELLECTUAL MARCH. 

The inherent weakness of the Christian form of 
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faith is sliown by tlio zoal with which its votaries will 
fly to this or tliiit writing- of men living and men dead, 
for evidiMicc of its supposed tnitli, or for (omfort 
and cousolatioii when oppressed, or depressed, by the 
nrieriiinents advanced by unbelievers. 

If tlic ( 'lii-ist inn icliuicni is tnn'; if it is fimn nod, 
or of god, it ougiit to be true, tiien it does not need 
artificial props to support it, and should be suf- 
ficiently str()]ii»(' to n>alA' \\<v\\ mnnifcst. Trutli may 
be temporarily ohscnnd. 1'rulli may he r^riously 
elieeked and Immpered, but in the end it will manifest 
itself by unniistakeable evidences that the world will 
accept it. The votaries of faith, when pretending: to 
seek for truth, trust more to I'motion than to intelleet, 
more to imagination than to fact. They are like 
David Hume's angels, whom he described, as "hiding 
tlieir e\(s witli their winus/' I'm' be it kiinvn tliei'e 
are yet many believin^j;- eyes that dare not look to- 
wards the light These still strive to reconcile hal- 
lucination with fact. tli( oiy with truth. 

There is n(»tiiini; nMnc cah-nlated to warp and dis- 
turb the mental sobrietx (d' the iunoiaiit clas-cs than 
some form of religious belief, which, by its pertinacity 
and ferv^or translates itself into practical activity. In 
IH> <dher is this fm-ni (d' snl»\-ersinn of int< Meet so 
coumiou as it is iu that of religion for it is invariably 
accompanied with a perversion of judgment through 
mere eniolinn. and this has lu < (uiie so ctHnninn with 
tlu^ believin«» eU-meid that it passes ahn«»st nnnoticed. 
The truth (d' this proposition may be inferred from 
the fact that orthodox beliefs, l(»n<;- after ti'ey have 
been disi-redited by thiidvinii; men anil womi n. are still 
retained by the unlhinkin«»". it is he<'anse Miey are 
built upon a terror of the nidviiown which has been 
fostered by pi iestcraft in every a«::e, usually, to per- 
sonal advantage, nntil they hccoini' a stront^er force 
m the hiinds of ignorance than the love of truth could 
possibly bring. 

Xot so nian\ years auo the l*resbytei'ian \\ ni Id dis 
carded the infamous doctrines of infant damnation, 
predestination and foreordination. Wider conce|>- 
tions (d* the niatei'ial miixerse loiced them to this 
abaudomuent. It v/as out of Joint with the times. 
Beluotantly, indeed, did sonu^ of tlu^ more devont cou- 
•ent to accept the newer doctrines in placii id' the 
old, and even to this day there yet linu:ers in the 
minds of some old fogeys an idea that there was con- 
siderable virtue in such Udiefs and would promul- 
gate them anew should the opponnnty be accorded 
them. In this we sc.- the tenacity with which i elisions 
and religious beliefs cling about the mind, and while 
the indvidual may be even rational on other subjects, 
they evince a form of inaanity upon religiooa snbjeots. 



Wisdom has forced an adnnssion from unwiilinir lips 
that hell is not ]>aved with infant skulls; tluW no man 
is foreordained above his fellows t'or eternal bliss, 
while others, less fortunate in the sight of deity, is 
predestinated for eternal blisters. The relinquish- 
ni( Mt of siK h a hclief was a ureat ^ain, an enonnous 
coniession, for the faithful to make. Vet it was a 
step in the ladder of progress and stronger reforms 
may i-ea^onahjy follow by keeping the pressure ooB- 
star.l upon tlii'm. 

riie real set ker after truth hath no terrors for what 
is unknown. It requires courage to attain that mental 
attitude in places where tlu» gi-im theology of the 
l-a-t hasi xercix d mu<-li iiiil'jcnce. The seek(.-rs after 
truth greets every new fact with a smile. He knows 
that science is constantly making new revelations of 
iact and that mankind i> made wiser, hnj^ier and 
Ih iter hccause of these revelations. 

Truth nee<ls no extraneous evidences. It is an au- 
thority for itself, lirinu the \vt>rld to a I'eali/ation 
of this fact and orthodox advocates will be soon con- 
\ iiK ed of their im on>istency of aj>pealin.ij: to material 
things for proof of the so-called spiritualism. Just as 
the belief in hell cannot prove hell to be a fact, so 
hclief in all foiins of reliuious superstition cannot 
prove their truth. eBlief proves nothing. 

That Xcw ^*ork mauistiatc who ann<»unced tliat he 
would make a lifty ])er cent reduction in the aniomit 
ol' the lines imposed evidently regards crime in his 
bailiwick as a necessity rather than a luxury Is not 
this another hard shun against our so-called Christian 
civilizationf 



The denu>emtic nominee for president is reported 
saying' that he would rather make relii;Ious than 
political spi'cc lies. While the republican nominee 
would )U)t nuike any serious objection, a large pro- 
} >o r t i o n o t' t he population would be willing to dispose 

with both. 



It is the fellow who draws his information from the 
presci iptitui department of the orthodox duirch who 
strivi*s to relieve the Almii'hty of his job and take 
l>ersoual ccmtrol of the miiverse. 



Tiide is the >iii'ct anchor of morality, the dyiuunics 
of noble deeils. When love fails and \\o\h3 tli<'s, pride 
still lingers at the last ditch, with drawn sword, the 
savage roar-guard between desire and dishonor. 



Kach for all and all for each. If we do oar part 
mil yon try to do yoursf 
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SOME BIBLE CONTRADICTIONS 



Just a Few Where The Text and Meaning 

Are at Variance. 



/ 



(By D. F. Marrs.) 

Chriatlans affirm that the Bible is a di- 
vine revelation of truth, unmixed with 
error;- that all its utterances are har- 
monious and consistent one with another; 
that it if absolutely without contradiction. 

In denial of this, Uberals affirm that It 
is a work of human origin; that its utter- 
ances are inharmoniotti and oomtradietory. 
In proof of this, the following passages 
are quoted. 

This will treat mostly of cootradletionB 
concerning God. 
1. God Is Visible. 

Jn the vi ai I hat Kiii^ Uzziah died, I saw 
also the L«ord bitting upon a throne, 
lealah e:l. 

God Is Invisible. 

And he (God) said, thou canst not see 
niy face, for there shall be no man see me 
and live. Gen. 33:20; 1st Kings 22:19. 
f. God It Visible. 

I have seen God, facc^ to face, and my life 
Is preserved. Ex. :;l':20. 

God Is Invisible. 

No man hath seen (Jod at any time. 
John 1:18. 

8. God |8 Visible. t 

Then wont Mos< s and Aaron, Na^b and 
Abihu and .^ov» my elders of I.srael, and 
they saw the God of Israel. Ka. 24:19-11. 
God Is Invisible. 
Who only hath immortality dwelling in 
the light, which no man can approach unto, 
whom no man hath seen nor ean aee. 1 
Tim. 16. 

4i Qed Does Repent 

And It repented the Lord that he had 
nade man on iIk earth, and it grieved him 
tt his heart, (ion. G:G. 

Goes Does Not Repent. 

God is not a man that ho ihoald ftptat 

Num. 23:19. 

i. (iod Does Repent. 

The Lord i.-|M'iit«'d that he had made 
^aul kin^i <j\(r Isra' 1. l^t Sam. 15:35. 
God Does Not Repent. 

And al.<o th» stn n^'tli of Israel will not 
;!<•. nor re])i nt tor Ix- i> not a man thai lie 
should reix-nt. iKt Sam. 15:29. 
6. God Is Unchangeable. 

(a) For I am the Lend, I ehanga not' 
Mai. 3:6; James 1:17. ^ ' 

(b) With whom jc no varlableneiM, 
neither shadow oi turninK. .lames 1:17. 

God Is Changeable. 

Wherefore the God of Iirael layoth, I 
said Indeed that thy house and the house 
of thy father, should walk before me for* 
ever, but now the Lord sayeth; Be It far 
Jrom me; • • • • behold the days come 
that I will cut off thine am and the arm 
of thy father ? linuse, Ist Sam 2:80-36. 
% God Terrpts No Man. ^ 

Let no niaii .> ■ wli* n he tempted, I 
am tempted of (Jod; for God cannot bo 
tempted with evil, neither ho tenpetb any- 
njan. James 1-13. 

God Does Tempt Man. 

And it eanu to pass. alt»r th(se IhinKS, 
that God did tempt Ahraham. Gen. 22:1. 
%, God Does Right. 

Shall not the JudRe of all the earth do 
right. Gon. IS: 25. 

God Does Wrong. 

I make peace and creaie evil. I, the 
Lord, do all these things. Isaiah 4r>:7. 
% Qora SUtutee Are Right. 



1 he etatatea of the Lord are right Ps. 

Qod'e SUtutea Ars Not AM Right 

Therefore I gave them also statutes that 

were not good, and JikI.^ih* nts whereby 
they ahould nu; live. j./. k. 

10. God Cannot Be Heard. 

Ye hath neither heard his voice at any 

time, or seen his shape. John 5:37. 
God Can Be Heard. 
And lo, a voice Ironi ln a\in, .saying, tliis 
is my beloved Sou, ai whom 1 am well 
pleased. Matt 8:17; Uen. 8:10. 

11. God Cannot Lie. 

U is imjiossible for (Jod to lie. Heb. C:18. 

God Sends Lying Spirits to Deceive. 

Now therefore, belioid, the Lord hath put 
a lying spirit in the mouth of all theee, thy 
prophets; and the Lord bath spoken evil 
concerning thee. 1st Kings 22:2o. 

12. God Is Almighty In Power. 

With God, all things are posttible. Matt. 
1»:86; Rot. 19:8. 

God le Not Almighty In Power. 

And tlie I-ord was with Judah, and he 
diave out the inliabiiaiiis ot ihe mountains; 
but could not drive out the inhabitants oi 
the valley, because they had chariots of 
iron. Judges 1:19. 

13. God Is Not the Author of Confusion. 

The i^ord is good, iiis mercy is everlast- 
ring. Ph. 100:5; A Jusi (Jod. Isa. 45:21. 
9 Qod le the Author of Conf uelen. 

I form the light, and create darkness; I 
make jm ac*-, and ( r« aic »'\ il; I, tin' Ixjrd, 
do all III' I iiiiiK-. J--;i- 

God Is the Author of Confusion. 

The Lord ie righteous In all hie ways, 
and holy in all his works. Ps. 145:17. 

14. God Is Not the Author of Confusion, 
(a) 'J'iien Clod .s«ni an evil .^j.iriL be- 
tween Abimelech and the meu ol Shechem, 
and the men of Shecbem dealt treaohenme. 
ly with Abimelech. Judges 9:23. 

{]>) lUu the spirit of tlie Lord departed 
ircjiH Saul, and an * .s]iiril from tbr 
Lord troubled iKiui, and ISuul's tiervauta 
said unto him, *hehold now, an evil spirit 
from Oodtroubleth thee. Ist Sam. 16:14-15. 

15. Man Is Immortal. 

Tlie.se ahall go away inio evorla.silng pun- 
ishment, but the righteous into life eternal. 
Matt 25:46. 

Man le Net Immortal, 
^(a) As the cloud is consumed and 
vanisheth away; so ho that goeth down to 
the grave shall conn up no more. .I(j1> 
7:9, 21. 

,b) Tlie dead know uoi anything, 
neither have they any mora a reward.*.^ 
Eccl. 9:5. 

n. Man l8 Immortal. 

Verily, verily, 1 say unto you, if a man 
keep my saying. li< ^lial! not see death. 
John 

Man Is Not Immortal. 
For lliat wliicli l)< l;ill'lli the kol.s of nion, 
befalletli beasts, us one dieth, so dleth the 
other; yea, they have all one breath, eo that 
a man hath no preeminence above a beast. 
Eccl. 31 9-22. 

17v l^*"" Immortal. 

Harvel not at this, lur the liour is com 
ing in the which all that are in their graves 
shall liear his voice and shall come forth. 
John 5:28. 29. 

18. Kindred To Be Honored. 

Honor thy fafli« r .mk! tliy mother. Eph. 
t; : 2. 

Kindred To Be Hated. 
If any man come to me and hate not his 
father and OMther, and wife and ohlldren, 



and bretlirc'U and sisters * * * * hO oaiinot 
be my disciple. Luke 14:26. 

Kindred •hould Be Honored. 
Whoeoever hateth his brother, is a mur- 
derer; and ye know that no murdered hath 
eternal Ufa abiding in him. 1st John 1:^5. 

PRIKSTt OF MATMIAUtM. 

Re^UNBIIALt. 

CHICAGO, ILL.— Please enter me in your 
li.st of I'reethoughl consolation bearers. 1 
agree to officiate free at christenings and 
funerals of freethinkers, my bare eiponsee 
to be paid from Chicago and back. I will 
al.-^o oflieiat*' when rcMiuested at Freethougnt 
Weddings and tliougli "not being ordained 
of god ' guarantee my knots to hold as fast 
as any tied by priest or medicine-man. 
Rationally yours, 
PARKBR 8BRGOMBB. 
Of the Materiallstto (Working) Prieethood. 



A Volunteer From Maine. 
IILAIFOUD FALLS, ME.— Your move to 
have addressee of thoee willing lo aselat 

in conducting Rationalistic funeral services 

is connnendable. 

1 liave no foriiiula to go by, but am will- 
ing to appear und speak a lew words ot 
rational imiwrt upon funeral oocasions In 
this part of Maine, or anywhere that the 
going and return can be accomplished in 
I wo da\ s tinii'. Should be obliged tO Oharpe 
expenses und loss of time. 

MANLY A. BRIQHAM. 



A Kansas Volunteer. 

HI CKLLN, KA.\.— In the Blade of July 
12th 1 notice you oiTer to publish the ad- 
drc\ss of worthy persons to conduct funeral 
services. I am ready to conduct these 
St rvices for my expenses and a tree will 
offering from the relatives or frit nds. 
rhe distance depends on whether X can 
reach the place in time to perfom my 
duty. 

1 1 !-» t'lus 1(1 ine it would }u> a great thing 
ftir till' eau.^e of hYte tliouglil if persons 
tlial are Itetuit r.s ur ean liold funeral ser- 
vices would pay the iiiadf for their "ad."' 
The 'ad" would help the jiajjcr and siiow 
what we are doing, and cause young men 
to aspire. Count on me for an "ad" for 
i\ months if you will take pay for it 
^ <. n s for the truth.— MARION W. MAR- 

LKY. 

iT\w Wade dors not wisn to charge any 
lectnnT, prospective or actual, for any ad- 
vertisement or announeeniint of lectures, 
to be nia<le in its columns. As a means of 
encouragtment the blade will be only too 
pleased to publish them fr#e of any ooit. 
—Editor. ^ ^ ' 

• From a Blade Worker. 

IHVI.VC. K.AXSAS.— I hereby enclose two 
of my lal. >t po* ins atid off^r them to you 
for publication if you wish, or think them 
worthy. 1 have distributed the copies of 
the Blade which you sent nie and believe 
they will produce you soiuf new sub- 
serilM'is. I ifeomdze I In- lUatlt^ as ont' of 
the best papers in the Preet bought field 
and am ever ready to render any serviee 
to aid It In Its wdrk of spreading the glad 
tidings of truth. I have a poem that I gor 
back from "lOvt rylxxlit s Magazine" last 
week on account of its being too liberal 
for them, which I will eubmlt to the Blade 
with my next letter.— JOHN T. BATB. 
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ANOTHER ONE HEARD FROM 

Chioan ttndt In a Solar Plexus Upon Hla 
Critic From The Navy Yard. 

(By W. H. Cox.) 

Id Inst fssuo was an article written 
troin thf Ordiiiaiuf Office of the Washing- 
ton Navy Yjinl. I wish to rail his aftonfion 
to the carcl. ss way in which has used 
my nanio in n uanl to the article referred 
to. ' The soul not found" which appeared 
in tho issno of Juno 14th. While I am well 
aware of the fact, that whr.i a person 
writes for the benefit of the puMle. thev lav 
themselves open to critlcl.sm. and that when 
a person speaks to the public he doea the 
same thinp. Imt when a person calls a 
another a liar it is time to pr^t busy anrU^'t 
him by the thn at. ] wish to sav how^'v.-r. 
that .If)hn V. ('larke and B. Clavern are both 
in. M who can take care of tliemtelvea, when 
iH.ick.d by a harmless crank like the party 
from the Ordinance Ofllce of the Washinj?- 
ton Navy Yard. 

While I am not aecpiainted with either 
Mr. Clark or Mr. Clavern I will venture the 
assertion that either of those frentlemen 
stands as high In their respective communi- 
ties as roes this relitiif.Ms crank fmrn the 

yy yard. Whenever the crecdlst makes a 
]»lay and tries to show they have all the 
virtue 111 this old world grabbed, thev 
shew their fatal mistake, and fall flat, ft 
matters not one whit to me whether this 
party be a chaplain or a flunky he will ^et 
just what is coming to him and nothing 
more. 

The true man today does rot have to 
show a !nembershii> card from some church 
to staiul high in his coninninity and have 
the esteem and respect of his fellow-man. 
This old wornout church racket Is too often 
worked to suit the mass of the American 
people. In this enlightened aire we take a 
man for his actual worth, as a g(H)d honest 
moral citizen. We have ceased asking him 
his creed and politics, for things show up 
dally, yes hourly that prove the orthodox 
religion to be false and a fraud. 

To recall th<' latest sensation to occur 
here from this standpoint. I shall brleflv 
state the uncivilized and Inhum:in act of 
the deacon of the Kpiscj)pal church who 
has connuitled s(Miie of the mest (laiimaltle 
crimes known and his name has Imm^u held 
back and smoothed as nmch as |)osslble 
from the fact that he was a cashier In 
one of our banks and ti brigh^ ll^^lit in the 
church. The crime for whi<h this man 
stands accused and Is an oxile from our 
city Is too revolting for me to speak of 
here and It Is of so recent date that his 
young and small victims have n(»t vet fully 
reOOTered from his dastanllv (rimes. Now 
let someone extol the line character of this 
Episcopal saint. Mr. F. L. Angle. But to 
get back to my critic of the r.avy yard. 

I will ask you what legal or moral right 
you have to call either Clarke. Clavc^rn. or 
myself a liar, a bigot, a blasphem» r or an 
unscrupulous rascal ? 

Do you not think you have overste|»ped 
the bounds of decency for a Christian? 

What right lia\e you to claim a higher 
I»Iane of civili/af i<ui than peuph* you do 
not know r 

W hat school or college did >ou graduate 
from that you have such a fine insight that 
>ou can fell at a glance whether an article 
is claKi»ic ur illiterate or whether it ema- 



nated from the man that carried a P. H. D. 

or one who carried a IT o d? 

Did you know when you were writing 
your article of the 15th, when >ou took ex- 
ception* to tha thfea C'a that you were crit- 
Izlng men who knew as much as you do, 
especially on the subject thev wore hand- 
ling*.' 

Did you not know they would show a 
yellow streak If they were to lay down on 

your vllllflcatlon r 

T am sure that neither man will do so. 
And if you want to discuss tills matter from 
a Bible standpoint, and are willing to come 
out in the open. I feel sure that either 
party will throw down the gauntlet and take 
y('U on board for all thvy are worth. 

And again my critic in speaking of Rrain 
tissue, gray matter, etc.. this reminds me 
of the fact that you are laboring under a 
true case of religious .11m .lams. nIght-mare. 
or theolrvglcal brain storms, and as a 
frii nd I would reconmi. tid an iimiiediate 
vacation Into the Adirondack Mountains un- 
til you fully recover from your hard and 
much overworked, pocr. cramped, little 
brain. 

PRESS ON. 

(By Julia 0. Coon.) 
'I'here comes the voice of many women 

wj'.-ping. 
Like times of old, 
While Reason Is dethroned and Jnttloo 
sleeping 
'Xeath cross of gold: 
And near our door the Hhadowa aTer 
creeping 
Of grief untold. 

From out the depths we hear now Toleaa 

calling 
To win the tight, 
The mist back from the mountain top ii 
falling 
Before the light. 
And chmmI must looten soon her ehalna 
enthralling 
Ami bide by right. 

From out the Hast the first faint light ia 

stealing. 
Have faith — press on. 
A sihcr b( 11 in rare clear tones Is pealing 

Fi t ss on — hope on, 
\\n- lattor shall no more in chaina be 
kneeling. 
Hope on — fight on. 
Bartow, Florida. 



FREETHOUGHT FUNERALS 



IN THI HOUR or QRIAT Nlia 



l''ollowing is a list of ;lie names and ad- 
dreaaea of Liberal speakers who are pre- 
pared to conduct funeral services ovtr tlia 
I'emalns of deceased Kreethliikeri. 

On account of probable delay it would 
be advislble to call them by telegram. 

Josephine K. Henry, Versailles, Ky. 

Dr. J. B. Wilson, 20< Eaat Fonrth Straat, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Parker II. Sercombe. Fdltor TOMOfHIW , 
l.:;^ Fast :.i;th street, Chicago. niinolS. 

John H. Cbarlesworth. Lexington, Kj» 

Marlon W. Marley, IUkKIIu. Kansgi, 

A. J. Clausen, St. Ansgur, Iowa. 



THI mONY OP FATI. 

(By A. B. Bennett.) 

For fatalism, or all that it implies, we 
liave no use. 

The inevitable laws of Nature are past 
finding out, aavo by ptralatant toll and 

perseverance. 

They cannot be suspended or amended " 
any more than we can atop trees from 
growing or a river from flowing towards the 
tea. 

Shakespeare says that we may suppress 
the passions in man for one or two genera- 
tions, but in the fourth, they will break 
out like the pent up forces of some mighty 
volcano. 

Being, then, creatures of environment; 
sired by circumstance, or accident, we be- 
come a Me'iiodist. a Mormon, a Roman 
Catholic, Christian Scientis^ Mugwump, 
Socialist, political nondescript, full of bun- 
combe and bile, struggling along to where 
we laiow nor. under the leadership of the 
profess»)rs o!" out' or the other of the above 
cults. Is it any wonder that we are becom- 
ing a nation of degenerates? 

Nature Is the prolific mother of every 
living •hiiii: I'ven Nature knows not the 
destiny (•! 'he luiman race. She may do 
some tall guessing, and if she guess wrong, 
she may have to go Into bankruptcy. We 
may be the scum of the scum, or the dregs 
of the whole conglomerations of our social 
system, and still be fated to the same cate- 
gory with a know-nothing. Even our great 
Bdiaon Is unable to state the source of the 
electric current, although conscious of a 
freedom of mind that passeth understand- 
ing. 

We are In the llmelfght of that knowl- 
edge that will make for Freetliought 

With a School teaching the fundamental 
principles of Science and Philosophy, SaO- 
ularlsm may r. ceive its just r^^wards. 

Success to lie Correspondence School. 



Tomorrow Magazine 



la ibm only pabUcatloa In the world that 
daala with all hnman probtamt tnm tte 

impersonal Viewpoint. 

It is published ex|'rtssly f those who 
Nvlsli to see how their own cherished be- 
liefs and sacred notions ai»i)ear in the 
nude, strippid of ail racial blu aui! preju- 
dice. 

liy reading this magazim' you will learn 
to draw ail yoer conclusions from funda- 
mental principles, i. e., you will leam to 
think correctly. 

bl^ECIAl.— We will send three month 
trial subscription for fifteen cents If you 
are not already a subscriber. The regular 
price of To-Morrow Is ten cents per copy 
or $1.00 per year. Thia olllco may ba 
withdrawn at any ttflM» io ywi bad bottar 
write NOW. 

TO-MOmiOW FUBLiSHINQ CO^ 
Hyia Fnrk, Chicago, ill. 



14 



BLUE GBASS BLADE 



the Blade's Coititctpondence i 



Freedom of the Preti. 



HVA) ASH. I MM lose check for five 

dollars ($r).(Hi), credit in.- for one year*» 
■nbscription ftr the Blade. (Renewal.) 

If you have to fipht tor the right of mail- 
ing the Blade conn* on me as one to sup- 
port you. I milled in the North of 

England all the tin:* ot Bradla igh's par- 
liamentary strup;':!* , he Froethinko^, 
Poote's paper was i l•o^ < ciited during that 
time mainly to h:nidie:ip liradlaiigh. Ask 
your editor what the iiom- poople in lOngland 
did when the liberty of the press was at 
stake. Surely Americans won't be behind 
them in that.— W. T. ROBINSON. 



Rtady To Join Flglit 



UPLAND. IND.— If it oomM to tho batflo 
Til.: Atheism v. the Papacy, count on me 
for one "In god we trust" eagb t or two-* 
for shame to the Nation's six by seven 
oongreismen to have bowed to a scape 
goat belief in idoltanr.— t X. MILLER. 



Old Subscriber Qont. 



WICKER. MONT— I cnclns.- herewith a 
Postofhco Order for one dollar (.^I.'hii. as a 
subscription for such time as it may cover, 
to the Blue Grass Blade. I enclose, also, 
a copy of a funeral discourse from which 
you will learn that a former sn])<eriher ha?* 
finished his r ar» < r. lie was greatly an ad- 
mirer of Mr. Moore and the Blade, and difc 
oootiiined a abort time before bis death 
only because of financial stringency. 

S. p. CADY. 

(The addr'-s, which is e\f«ll<iit , will ap- 
pear in a subsequent issue of the Blade. 
BMU) 



BRYAN'S DEMOCRACY. 



WILBER, NEB.— You will find enclosed 
clipping from "Omaha Daily Bee," of .Tune 
Ist, 1908. This explains that Mr. W. J. 
Brysa Is kseping better company with or- 
thotay tbsn demooraoy.— W. VILDA. 



•pIsnM •ympstliy. 

PRINCBTOWN. MASS.— It Is with deep 
interest that Tve read of the threatened 

attack on the Blue Crass Blade, hut it Is 
my firm coiivi<t if)n that the "doKs of war' 
will not be let loo^e until after the coming 
prsaldenUsl election, if at all. 

In your issue of July 6th, you say: "In 
any event our course Ic niaitprd out." Lf'- 
gal talent has been secured and if an ad- 
verse ruling IS made hy the Postal authori- 
ties, then we propose to carry the case into 
the courts and fight to the last ditch. 

Should such a proceeding' o'^cur wo shall, 
in a lar^c measure he ruided by the case 
of Mr. Lewis, the St. Louis publiKher, who 
esrrlsd bis esas into the courts after being 
made the victim of a fraud order." 

On my desk, as I write, la S OOpy Of 
Kdwin ('. Madd* ii's hook "ThS Ullltsd 
States Government's Shame. 



The story of "The Cr. at Lewis Case " in 
which (he details are ^-ivi-n in full (f ihe 
fight Hint was waged f(ir more than (wo 
years by ti e head of th<' Postofricr Depart- 
ment to destroy the bankiim and publishing 
business of Mr. Lewis, by issuing a fraud 
order against his banking business and r** 
fusing to allow hit papers to go through the 
mails. 

As I read the story (which shows how 
the frced( ni of the i)r« ss is being destroy- 
ed), Mr. Lewis as yet has only succeeded 
in forcing the authorities to permit his 
papers to '^o in the mnils: he has not. up 
to date h("( n fihle to have iho fraud order 
on his hanking busim ss lifted, so can't 
stand that again. 

The destruction of 21.0.'n established 
papers in the Ignited St iti s during the past 
six years by the Postoflico aMth( rit i<'S. the 
bi<ter fight that was made against Mr. 
Lewis, in which the whole resources or 
government were pitted against lom and 
now the threat to have the Bine Crass 
Blade excluded from Hie mails, should h(* 
FUfficlcnt to arouse the peorde to the danger 
that confronts them and indnce the lovers 
of liberty all over the land together, In 
the work of putting a stop to Russian 
iiM'hods in America. 

Should the fight be started against you 
then draw on ms for five dollars. 

.TOSHTTA T. SMALL. 



Some Splendid Lecturers. 
CHICACO. TT.L— Rndosed I am smding 
you an .innouncf nicnt that should interest 
all Oiirairo readers of vour valuable publi- 
c.'i'ion. Tlie lectures ^vhlch Prof, de .Tassy 
d< livers every Snndav morninir. at 11 
f>*clock a. m., in the Auditorium Recital 
TTall are the most orlpin.il and interesting 
that have been heard in Chicago for a long 
time. 

Prof, de Tnssy. a well knf>wn Orientalist 
of Paris, throws the se;ir( hlltrht of compar- 
ative mythology and liniMii';tics on the Bible 
with astonishing »< suits. Last Sunday 
his sublect was Ahr;th;im and Brachraa, 
Sarah and Suryah and the story of Lot. 

These lectures are held under the SUS- 
?dces of liberal mlnd< d persons snd sre 
free. Everybody is wr'lcome. 

In a country where hundreds of religious 
loumals are maintained, chleflv bv patent 
modlcine vendors lo fill (he mlnd« of peopl<^ 
wltt» un"-peakable trash vour Blue Cras-^^ 
Bladr» has an Important mission and Its 
friends should rot leave it suffer for lack 
of proper support. Your prospective fight 
against the powers that be should make yon 
smile.— J. S. HOROVITZ. M. D. 



Wouldn't Miae 0ns Copy. 

CHATTANOOOA, TENN.— Tour postal 

e?'rd of .Tuly Oth Is at land. Manv thankf». 
.Mr. Hfddnson recf ived hi^ first numht r of 
the Blade all right. Brother Hughes one 
number of the Blade I have never received. 
It is number ten of .Tnly 2Rth. please send 
that paper to me. T do not want to lose anv 
papers for my book, i ii.iv.- all the r<'st or 
tbs pspsra up to date.— ARTHUR STONE. 



Just a Bit Personal. 

BRUNSWICK, MAINE.— I was right glad 
to see your photo In a late Issue of the 
Blade, and I enclose a dollar to help you in 
these tight time s. It Is doubtful If I ever 
see you. to have the jtrivilege of grasping 
.\(»ur liand ((lliii« you how I have enjoyed 
the weekl\ visits of the Blue Crass Blade 
tor (piito a number of years. I am seventy 
(sixty niiH' and six months), and you are 
thiny-five. You are at the top of Life'l bill 
v.liile I am .lust st pplng off St the bottom 
( n o the plain below. 

"Alas that spring should vanish witb tbs 
rose, 

That youth's sweet scented manuscrljit 
should close! etc. 

Old age Is not a pleasant subject to dwell 
upon, is it? 

Well. I liope you will live till you are 
old— as Old as w;int to be and continue 
to make kI.m! ih.- hearts of many sub- 
scribers .\et to be. and as the years go by 
yoti will he happy in the thought that you 
liave done your i»art lo spread the gospel of 
Frcethoui?ht (o the ( njoyment and enlight- 
enment of nuiny. 

I will only add that, should you "irate 
corrspondent" that R. C. Chaplain in the 
Xavy. who "considers it his duty to mail 
a f op\- of the Blade 'o the high-toned. Clean* 
oulcd ( .') .Xssist int i^ostmaster Generals, 
ill! 1 .liculd the Co^tniastrr Cenerals con* 
sider It t'cir dutv. to stop Its circulation 
tlirough our (tlie people's) mails, you may 
call on me, and I'll aid you to the extsat 
of my sblll^. But bs won't and they woatl 
L S. CURTIS. 



CONGRESSIONAL LIBRARY. 

Impressions Recei/e^l During a Visit of 
Cl9:is Inspection. 

(By Jfdin F. Clarke > 
r went through what is probably the 
most magnificent building in existence, 
yesterday. 

I refer to the Congressional Library, at 

Washington. 

I had s( ( »i the huildin.g a scor(» of times, 
but never took the "trouble" to Inspect It 
before. My wife told ms, several yssn 
ago, that I ought to ''see" it. As a library 
it Is hard to surpass, hut the building Is 
abeut all tlat could Ix' conceiv(«d. 

Th(^ ext( rior is white marble, and the In- 
terior Is marble In all ahades and styles. 
Sculptures, mosaics and perfect artisan- 
ship ma Ice a harmonious dream In marble. 

'I'he names of li'rr.'iry. musical and other 
great men are over portals. The arrange- 
ment is faulty in the grouping of nsmss. 
Homer Is next to Michael Angelo. In tbs 
sef iilar mind Mr. Angelo Is not in Homers 
cla^-. Painting yellow hoop skirts over 
mediocre heads in mimic, and thus de- 
noting saints to the the faitbfnl, la s thing 
apart for writing mental and movbig do* 
scrlptions of men and things, tbst SWSkS 
fires in heart and brain tbOSisadS Of ySSTS 
often ons is dead. 

Many quotatlonw from noted men and wo- 
men adorn the walls. Some emphatle 
statenu nls- -Intended to uphold the Ood 
i(h a- are ther'- beside those of arisen nif n, 
who did not go l)eyond the realm of reason, 
in coining wise sayings. 

This great government cannot imprsaa 
anv truth into a statsmsttt, if it is errOBSOIIS 
;it birth. A library iboald BOt try tO tSSSh 
fiction as fact. 
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That's what "THE 
S(^ARLET SHADOW." 
Walter Hurt's great rad- 
ical novel, do^s to the 
foicos of l)iKotry ami su- 
l>. istitii)n, Aiitl tho sec- 
ular preM of the countrv 
M:oaded by the church 
element. Is throwing a 
over It, too. No other 
novel of this decade has 
bcM M 80 widely and so 
bitt.rly denounced by 
orthodf^x critics — which 
is sMfTiclerit P'oof that It 
is all right. It h:iH cre- 
at«'d a Lensation In coii- 
stTvatlve circles and 
aused constertiition 
anieiij; the rliTijy. 

It is enthusiastically 
endoraed 1>r leading 
I'reelthlnkerB through- 
out the worM. You all 
know how Hu.-t can write and in thl.s l>ook 
he is at Ilia best. It is an elegant volume, 
nt to ornament the flnMt Ubranr: oonUlnIng 
422 pages, printad on heavy en-shell paper 
and bound tn ox-blood oloth. 
Priee ItM, postpaid. 

•LUB aRAM BLADE, 

Laxlnoton, Ky. 



O.M. ROBINSON 




Violin Maker 



NO. 12 
B. BaVKNTN St. 



ST. PAUL. MINN. 



Buy your yiolins and gtt your repair- 
ing done by a man of 50 years experience 
and will guarantee everything or no aale 



The Wage Slave 



A Socialist Weekly, that advocates Indus- 
trial Unlonlam. 

Revolutionary to the core, 

BOITBD BY A ^BBBTHINKBII. 

The enemy of evorythlnf that aupporta th^ 



■end tor aamplo oopy. 

Addreaa: The Wase Slave, Box tS7, Hancock. 



A. M. STIRTON, Editor 



Bo Sure antf Bubeerlbt For 

Secular Thought 

A Fortnightly Journal of Rational CrItI* 
eltm In Politics, Scisncs and Religion. 



Organ of tht' 
CANADIAN SECULAR UNION AND THE 

TORONTO SECULAR SOCIETY. 
Editor • ' J. Spencer Ellis. 
Published at Queen St. West. To- 

ronto. Canada. Terms. $1 per annum. In 
advance; single copies. 10 cents. 

All communications tor the Editorial de- 
partment should be addreised— 

J. Bpencer Bills, ''Beealar Thoaght," 
185H Queen St West, Toronto. Can. 
All Business conmmnleatlons, orders tor 
books, printing, etc.. should be add r e ss e d 

C. M. kiaah. i^roprietor and PttbUshor. 
Secular Thought, 

ItSH Qneen St. West, 

Toronto. Can. 



16 (MEDIUM) SIZE 

Men's New Thin Model Watches 

HAMPDEX -••No. 104," 23 Jowols, $?.0: 
'•Will. McKinl(\\ '. L'l jewels, '$'2'2; same. 17 
jewels. $rj; "Ueneral Stark,' 17 jewels, 
$10; 15 jewels. |8: 7 Jewels. S5.50. 

WALTHAM: "Riverside Maximus." 23 
jewels, $50: 'Riverside," 19 jewels. Ml; 
•1*. s. Hartlett" 17 Jewels. |12.80: 16 Jewels, 
$8: 7 jewels. |6. 

ELGIN— "No. 166." or "162" 21 Jewels. 
$49: **Verita8" 21 Jewels. $27; "243," 17 
h-wpls. ?22: •'2 12" 17 jewels, $18; **%AV 
17 j.'wris. $12: ":;i<».- 17 Jswels, $10; 16 
jewels. $8; 7 Jewels, |6. 

CASES— All the ahove In the new Thli 
Model Silverfne Screw Cases. Tn Fahy's, 
Crown or Denher filled Rold case, puaran- 
te« (1 hy the mniuifacturers i'm- v»Mrs. 
artistic hand chased or plain, $:>, or hunt- 
ing case. $5 more. In 26 year case, $2 more 
than tn 20 year case. Tn casns guaranteed 
for all time, serew. $S, or hunting, $10 
more than in Silvcrine ease. PriCOS Of 
solid gold cases on application. 

Every Watch Guaranteed Fresh and New 
from Factory (no "shopkr^pcrs..), an accu- 
i-at<' time krt'pcr and. If well iisrd. pood for 
til l V y. ar- or loimtT. Will he kept in ordiT fok 
ono year. Heware of *'Si)eciar' movements 
and cases, made nobody knows where, and 
which you cannot price intelligently and 
buy everywhere. .\lso beware of die work 
•'»'nf;raved" eas»'s — thi-y ar»' a fraud. Those 
listed above are known to be the best 
watches made, and if watch Is new and 
perfect, you are safe to buy them where the 
price Is lowest. T pay frolRht. 

Dt'scrihe closely what you want and let 
mo send you cuts and prices — also of my 
Preethought Uadgc s and IngersoU Spoona, 
Ring Gauge and my great little traet, 
"Theism In The Crucible," free. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, 

LaQrange, Cook Co., Ills. 



Six Popular Books Sent Free 



As a matter of advertisement and to lr\ 
crease the circulation of our advanced thought 
litt niture. we will send the following six books 
t i . - to every reader of this magaslne who wUI 

< <)-i»p'?rate with us: 

CONCENTRATION: The road to Success, 
liv Htiiry Harrison Brown. This is a book 

< oiit.iininK 12S page*, written In plain and slm- 

luij^nat'e by this popular author of New 
'rhatm:Iit hooks. It Is a clea'- and practical 
trcitis.' on the attalniii«-iit of succoss in every 
walk of life. Price, finely bound in cloth and 
gold, $1.00: paper cover, BOe. 

THE CELESTIAL LIFE, hy Frederick W. 
Hurry. A lu-u- hook of 14 4 r-^.^'^s, full of bril- 
liant presentations of truth, hiyrhly optimistic 
throughout and directing the way to light, life 
and power. Wandsomely printed and bound 
Pri'^'e, cloth and iroUf, $1 00; paper cover. fiO/ 



SPRIGS OF POETRY, by Norrls C. Sprigg. 
LL. D.. Cotorado*8 favorite poet This book 

is like a harp of a thousand strings— five 
hundred poems, on snrh a variety of subjecte 
that no reader may f'll to Htrlkf a harmon- 
ious chord. It contains fifteen beautiful ilius- 
tratlona. Prloe, leatherette. SSes doth and 
gold, $1.00. 

LOST IN THE BOTTOMLESS PIT, by J 
Howard Cashmere. An answer to Ernest 
Haeokers **Rlddle of the Universe." It pre* 
seats a new hypothesis for the solution eC 
problems of life and mind. Over tOO pages et 
inMpiration. Bound Only In cloth and gol& 
Price 11.00. 

aiDSftlAL aiDKLIOHTS, by Chartee UnOk 

Prewer. author of "The Elder Brother" and 
'St.'ppliiir-stones to Heaven." This Is a well 
printed book, containing a number of profound 
and. hrUllant leotures on Sockillstle and New 
Thought lines. Price, in paper cover only. OOe. 

THE TRUTH ABOUT NEW THOUGHT, by 
Jidla Seton Sears, M. D. The whole world Is 
asking "What is New Thought. * This booklet 
answers in a clear and eoheise fashion that 

satisfies. Price. 10c. 



If you wish to secure any or all of the i 
books, send ten ce?its In stamps or com 
sample copies of our \d\ irii.d Thouan% 
licatlons, and we will send you wpn ttm e0SS 
blanks which will enable yoa to wmmm ^ 
above books free. .Address 

..THE BALANCE PUBLISHlNQi .iie... 

1700 Welton Street Denver Colorado 



ne Peopie^s Press 



fteflsos in lU advocaojr of r^resihsagH 
and Refona. 

Publlahid weekly at 111 Btee Iilaad A9% 

, Chkago, m. 
J. B. Lenau PttbUoher. 

Official paper of the Materialist AssoeiatloB. 

Subschptioa, 50 Cents a Year. 
In Canada, or Foreign Countries, $t.oo a Tear. 



S. 
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Tfie First and Only Complete Edition of t 

VOLTAIRE'S works! 

published tn Engtish has just been completed By the I 

CRAFTSMEN OF THE ST. HUBERT GUILD \ 

MMm by WILLIAM r. PLEMINO. Including tht Notu of TOBIAS % 

SMOUCTr, lUvlMd and Modernized A Critique and Biography t 

by tht RT. HON. JOHN MORLEY. M. P. % 

I DE8PREAD InMmt hat pravaOed In iIm pttbllcation of thia graat •ndior's work*. •> it T 

marks • new erft in the-world of literature. The real history of Voltaire's life and tljc ^ 

true charn(ti-r of hit writings have Um denied Eug'.ish-reaciing people until thi^ w.ilc ^ 

watuaiislatcd. A' 

V> itaireis rniinrnt alike a> historian, Rate, satirist, wit, phllosoober, econoiri t. T 

St, fMlt casavUt, as the chaaipioo of mental liberty and tka lot af ia»alcraoca in ill »^ 

i Iwaii His historical writings ara t&a crcatioa U oaa who was tha admlrsd fritad t f tU- 4 

Sovan^pM aflUa day. Historisa wrktan whh iodi opyei flfl sa gate la avarjr w«r. Ml* voIuuk ^ ^ 

•1 •;Tba Aga of Louis XIV" art by tha one man bast fitted to tiaat tha Graad Uamudk and hia r 

leqaent S 

t pfixctl f 



environment. 

• ]..» Henriade" the (rreate«t ma5tcr7)iere of F.pic pr etry ever written andlkaM 
pre<.eii<ai.'>n (>f rehg:. ii» tolf ration the uxrid li.tb e \ er kiK u n. His tragedies art ^a I 
Cirfsa. s ' f f t iiii I-, jiiid his I>rainas have been played a liumired y< ars. 

1 !.e ' i 1 ..osophical Dictionary" is the best known of V-.ltairc's works. The writings pre 
luci'i aiui s> 1 ' xplanatory, an inexhaustible compendium of iuiormatioa and dclightlul enter- 
ta. nil" tit. \\f^ w,<s among the first ^reat Encyclopedists. 

\ oltairr V is the l>ret:ursor of a new civilization. As irni'h credit mUSt ba giveB llijn ns 
any ni.in i:i ! il h ry f r t'lr permaaent eHtablinhment of this great / " 
Is scancly i;ny i>iicccssful reform movement, amonf the man) tu the ( 
tury, wLith was out cither origiaaied or pioneered by Voltaire. 



redit most ba given hi' 



There 



Voltaire will always ba regarded as 
tha greatest man te literatWiL of modem 
I all thnaa. 

•-GOBTHB 



timea,aadpe>liapia 



Atheism and fanaticism are thr t"o 
poles of a universe ol confu&ion and hurr < r. 
Tha narrow soaa of virtue is between 
thoM two. Maich wMin firm step in that 
path; believa te God and do good. 

— Voi.TAlRH 



FORTY-THREE HANDSOME VOLUMES 

Size t^i X 5j.< inches-^13.034 Pajtei, over 160 
Illustrations of which 45 are hand colored. 

Divided Into three sections: Historical, |6 volumes; General Literature, embodying ti is 
dramas in j volumrs, I'd' ins and Essays in 2 volumes, Intrf,diiciory and Romances in 4 vol. 
tin • s, ar.d liio>;ra; .!, y , . . nia ning Hiojirapfiii al (:rit!<iiie of \' t.,iip, in s volumes; Philosophical 
1' Il l, y i l J , \ ! ,11.. s 'i l,e fi.rty-iliird V luuic IS an lud. A. It lias hci-u compiled in such a 

w ay ti.at It in iiscH a inost iiiU-icstin^; V(<iuiiic. 

THF FniTION '^'^ t^'^ printed from a new type, elef^ant and clear, on specially 
1 1 ll« • IV/I^ made |>aper. Many of tha Uluatratiooa are celebrated in the rraliii uf 

art as rare examples of the most exquisite and piqoaai old French designs, special to the text, 
1 rming in thetoaeUcs a gal'' ry of famous historic characters. F.arh vriiimie has a froniispi' > e 
\.\ \v( r'd ' itiii d ):. v'f IS. Miuute precaution has been taktuto Lnng each feature of tlie work 

THE COMPLETE SET SENT FREE FOR APPROVAL 

We have bound a very flew of theea seta te English Basket Buckram (Red) and while the 

stock lusts we are going to offer them on these aaosfliooally low terma : bend the set to yc u • 
free for cxaininadonudappcoval. Ifsatlsfactory,i«aiitust|Maad remll the Italance I57 00 
in biiiall utouthiy pajMSBla. The Seu are Libuiad and Numbered. When these f w f>' - ^ r*-? 

e^h austed the prico wMWOs— ced 10 tlTtH. A mCNim, «MA8.IVI UBSAQY OP rffi 
V. )RLD'S QPrATuf UIHAiliUl aLL MaIIMIIAL. Naaaewhaj aUwy,aClef 

l:.r^i-crtimali, caadMlallllileeppMtHllirflHi 

KEMEMBER— 

THERE ARE BUT A 
FEW SETS. 
CUT OUT COUPON 
SEND TODAY. 



A Future Life 



A Critical Inquiry Into the Scientific ValHt 
of the Alleged Evidencee that Man's 
Contclous Ptrtofiallty turvlvM 

Embraclnf 

A discussion of the Doctrines of Resurree- 
lion of the Body, Re-Incarnatlon, Spiritism. 
Annihilation, TheoHei o( Metaphyticiana, 
Phenomena of Splritnallam, tto. 

BY SINGLETON WATERS DAVIS 

AO octavo volume uf 172 pages, with tine 
frontispiece Portrait of the author and full 
table of Contents, well printed on Crystal 
Book paper and neatly bowid la elotli. 

'*A l>*utiire UfOT Is ths tltls of a book 
juht out. .... In my opinion It takts rank 
with the best thonfht of the Umoa on tho 
subject Every eoaoelvable pkaso of tkls 
mystertosa snbjeot ... Is treatod te the 
cleaf<»Bt Bdentifle manner. My Impressloi 
on reading it was, that all that Is known 
on thiR subject up to date Is told liera. It 

i.s a fortification behind Whloh the thtakOT 
may feel liimself secure. . .this very ex- 
ceptional l)ook Is the product of a mature 
and exceptionally-fine analytical mind."— 
r n Wilson, IL D., to the Bloo Onws 
Blade. 

Seventy-five Cents. 

Postpaid to any point wlthte tbo United 

states. 

Foreign 10c extra. 
Published by the Anthor st 
S84 I. Us tt U 



Ste Hubert <3uU6 
TKlorfisbops 

AKRON, OHIO 



The St Balirt OalM el Aft Mtaea 

Akron, Ohio 

Please send me, charges prepaid, the complete wo-':» 
ofVolUire, in F-.rtv- i |,ree (43) Volunint, bound l.i !»cd 
H.isltet Buckram, li ..: i .factory, I Wl.l rrmit you hj^nt 
.It once and $3.<» l'< ^ i'i.>nth for l9aKmUl». Ifnot, I «via 
advise you within tea days. 



Sigm^imtrt 

XtsUnfM ^dtf^wtt........ ,,,, 

Ciiy 

Date. . 



Slate 

u. <;. H. oS 



**No Beginning'^ 

By WllHam H Maple. 

TMl IDENITY OF "QOD" WITH . 
TURE DEMONSTRATED. 

The only book of Its 
Neat cloth binding, ISS 1 
Illustrations. 75 ceats, psper 
oents, postpaid. 



INQERSOLL BEACON tO. 
IB LA BAUJI %rn 
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